
F
City NewsCity News

Get a free subscription - call (954) 564-1308www.citynewsfl.comPage 1 - October, 2006

A NEWS PUBLICATION 
FOR US, BY US

REMEMBER THE FORT LAUDERDALE DAILY NEWS?

For many years, Fort Lauderdale had a daily newspaper  
singularly dedicated to the city and its news.

In the 1980s, it went out of business and Fort Lauder-
dale lost a valuable asset. We lost our own newspaper and all 
that it meant: truly local news, a staff and writers that actually 
lived in the community and an excellent breadth and depth of 
news coverage that focused only on our one city.

Our “local” newspaper, the Sun Sentinel, is here at the 
end of a long trail of mergers, buyouts of our local press and 
consolidation of many of 
our small, yet valuable, 
local press. The Sun Sen-
tinel is part of a media 
conglomerate, the Tribune 
Corporation of Chicago 
with 20 something news-
papers, and many radio 
and television stations. It’s 
my fond hope this monthy 
publication will return us 
to the days when we were 
worthy of our own news-
paper.

With the new Fort Lau-
derdale City News, we’ll 
be covering the news of 
the city and only our city. 
As a monthly publication, 
we’ll have the luxury of be-
ing more deliberate with 
our stories that with thought, will make 
them intelligent and worthy of your 
reading time.  I hope to bring back lo-
cal news coverage of genuine interest to 
the citizens of Fort Lauderdale. We’ll be 
skipping I-95 car accidents, horoscopes 
and sports; you’ll hear about news and 
events that you’d never see in the Sun 
Sentinel.

But we hope to offer much more.
I’ve assembled a knowledgeable 

team of civic activists, neighborhood leaders and a wide vari-
ety of movers and shakers who are well connected and virtu-
ally all live in the city they’ll be writing about.

There will be a big difference in the Fort Lauderdale City 
News. I’ve long felt that Fort Lauderdale has many bright and 
intelligent citizens who should have been allowed to actively 
participate in our local newspaper. Have you ever tried to get 
your article published in the Sun Sentinel? Most don’t even try 

by Steve Kelley, publisher as they know they’ll be rejected. Letters to the Editor is practi-
cally the only area where residents can share their viewpoints  
with others. And those tend to be short and edited. In this 
tiny section, Letters also accepts comments from Broward’s 
32 cities along with another 40-plus cities from Lantana to the 
Keys; our residents must compete with the residents of many 
other cities to have their voices heard. In the end, their wealth 
of ideas, experience and common sense approach to problem 
solving goes unheard.

So the question arises: why should all our smart and expe-
rienced citizens be essentialy walled off from public discourse 

by the Sun Sentinel? 

They shouldn’t. 

And that’s why this 
publication is born.

The Fort Lauder-
dale City News is for us 
and by us. And you are 
formally invited to be a 
part of the Fort Lauder-
dale City News.

It is your forum for 
your articles that offer 
useful insight into the 
workings of the city.

Your neighbor-
hood and organiza-
tional news items, an-

nouncements and pictures are also invited.
To discuss article ideas and possi-

bilities please call me, Steve Kelley. Many 
of you know me for my work, over the 
years, with neighborhood newsletters 
for commmunities such as Coral Ridge, 
Victoria Park, Harbor Beach, Las Olas and 
others. I also publish the town newspa-
per for Wilton Manors and a prominent 
monthly newsletter for Oakland Park. In 
those publications I’ve endeavored to 
make them open and accessible to the 

public so they can work for the betterment of their respective 
neighborhoods and cities. This publication will continue that 
work on a much larger scale.

I hope you’ll join me in producing a publication that will 
help make Fort Lauderdale that great city it deserves to be.

I can be reached at (954) 564-1308.
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WHAT DOES FORT 
LAUDERDALE 

NEED IN 2006? 
     
            by Tim Smith

As I sat down to write my first          
article for The Fort Lauerdale City News,  
I started to think of all the benefits we’ll  
be able to get out of a monthly news-
paper specifically tailored to Fort Lau-
derdalians  and written primarily by us.

 You see, as I ponder 
the future of our great City, 
I can’t help but feel that we 
may be missing something 
important. Steve’s new fo-
rum might be just the av-
enue to get more great ideas 
and dreams flowing. Steve 
tells me that he is going to be 
looking for citizen-written ar-
ticles of importance and sub-
stance. Less fluff, more filling!

 And with that in mind, I have a few 
questions that I’ve been asking myself 
recently. I’ve been wondering if we are 
doing everything  today that will make 
us proud of the City we leave for our kids 
and grandkids. Most of us (including my 
wife and I) came here from someplace 
else. And we came here because we 
were dissatisfied with the towns we left. 
Some left nowhere towns, some bad 
weather towns, some came to leave old 
lives, some to build new dreams. But 
how many of our longtime citizens will 
leave here because their hopes and ex-
pectations  were not met, their Shangri-
La unrealized.

 Now before I go getting morose 
and pessimistic, the good news about 
Fort Lauderdale is that we are still a new 
town, relatively speaking. The town was 
incorporated less than 100 years ago. To 
put that into some context, the City of 
Baltimore is over 210 years old and by 
the time we were electing our first May-
or here in Fort Lauderdale, New York 
City was electing their 100th. We are still 
a teenager, so to speak, and we need 
to work on our complexion, start get-
ting along with our siblings, and think 
about what we want to be when we 
grow up.

 The way I see it, one of our main 
problems is that  we have stopped 
working on being one team here in Fort 
Lauderdale. When I first got involved in 
politics, through neighborhood volun-
teering, it seemed that a more cohesive 
spirit prevailed. Though there were hot 
button issues to be sure, I remember 
feeling like I was on the same team as all 
my fellow Fort Lauderdalians. We all got 
excited about entering the “Best City” 
national contests, and just knew we 
should win. We came out in numbers to 
attend “Police and Fireman Appreciation 
Day.” The original “Citizens Volunteer 
Corps” was considered an honor to be-
long to.  The Council of Neighborhoods 

was the place to see and be seen.  We 
worked together and were supportive 
of fixing problems wherever they sur-
faced in the City. We need to go back 
there.

 
     I don’t want to be too preachy, so 

let me end by throwing in some points 
to ponder.  

 
     The growth of our city is the is-

sue of our day. Truth is, we have almost 
the same population today that we had 
in 1980. I know many of you find that 

hard to believe, but it is the 
truth. Most of the additional 
pressure and congestion 
we have been feeling is real 
though, because cities like 
Sunrise, Weston, and South-
west Ranches  have grown 
tremendously and their citi-
zens travel to our wonderful 
city every day and clog up the 
roads and our lovely ameni-
ties. But the days of nearly 

stagnant population growth is coming 
to an end for us here in Fort Lauder-
dale.

Many of those West Broward resi-
dents now want to come east perma-
nently. Along with them are others from 
all points north. They are demanding 
housing and the development com-
munity is responding. More units have 
been built in the downtown in the 
last 5 years than were built there in 
our whole 100 year history. Addition-
ally, older neighborhoods that for years 
were considered unlivable are coming 
alive. Townhouse and Condo conver-
sions are being built and considered 
for nearly every corner of the City. Have 
we planned well for this? Are we satis-
fied that we are prepped and ready for 
the onslaught? Has our transportation 
infrastructure been considered and in 
place to accommodate these new citi-
zens?. Do the rules and regulations for 
building match the vision of the citi-
zenry? Have we gotten our crime and 
blight problems under control? Have 
we decided whether the beach should 
be built mostly for tourists or residents? 
Are we working on the same team? So 
many questions, so few clear answers.

Good luck Steve, with this new pub-
lication. It’s certainly coming at a good 
time! I look forward to being a regular 
contributor.
 

     Ciao,
                    Tim Smith  

About the Author:

Tim Smith is a former City Commis-
sioner of District 2 in Fort Lauderdale. 
Smith welcomes your comments about 
the future shape of our city. 

Smith can be reached at (754) 224-
6393 or by email at tim@timsmith.
com.

You are invited to be a part of this new 
publication dedicated to Fort Lauderdale!

The Fort Lauderdale City News is a new home for your voice 
to be heard in the city. If you have an article you want to write 
about life in the city call me, Steve Kelley, at (954) 564-1308 and 
let’s discuss it. Or, simply email it to the address shown below.

This publication is for us and by us; 

this is your chance to have a seat at the table.

Sun-Sentinel won’t publish your “letter to the editor?” 
Send it to me, Steve Kelley at citynews@bellsouth.net. 
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The Fort Lauderdale City News is 
published monthly by City News and 
serves the 176,000 residents of Fort 
Lauderdale.

Stephen M. Kelley is the publisher 
and can be reached at (954) 564-1308.

Editorial Board

Tim Smith
Genia Ellis
Dan Lewis

Craig Sherritt
Ted Fling
Jon Albee
Lily Charles

Gary Resnick

Contributing Writers
Food and Entertainment

Kevin Lane
Rob Lowenberg

Art Direction & Ad Design: 
Patti Smith - (954) 979-3276

Editor: Ernest Kelley
(954) 564-1308

ADVERTISING RATES 
& SIZES

Deadlines for camera ready art and 
prepayment are the 15th of the month 
for the following month. Color ads are 
available - please call for prices. Adobe 
Acrobat files work best but we try to 
accommodate most graphic formats. 
Our monthly advertising rates and ad 
dimensions are:

Full Page - 12.25 inches high by 
10.37 inches wide - $1,500.

Half Page - 6.125 inches high by 
10.37 inches wide - $800.00

Quarter Page - 6.25 inches high 
by 5.10 inches wide - $450.00

For more information about adver-
tising please call Steve Kelley at (954) 
564-1308 or email your questions to 
citynews@bellsouth.net. 

Mail may be sent to:

Ft. Lauderdale City News
P.O. Box 347
300 E. Oakland Park Blvd.
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33334

Advertise in the new 
Fort Lauderdale City News 
and reach the residents of 

Fort Lauderdale!

Introductory Rates are 
affordable and start at 

$1500 for a full page, 
$800 for a half page and only  

$450 for a quarter page.

Call Steve Kelley at 
(954) 564-1308 

for more information on 
advertising to a huge and 

high-quality audience.
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Every now and then something comes along that’s better...

Nickel City

1335 N. Ocean Dr. (A1A), Lauderdale-By-The-Sea, FL
Just south of Commercial Boulevard in the Village Mall

Phone: 954-489-8979  Fax: 954-489-8978

Open 12 Noon to 9pm Every Day

Gourmet Food
To GoCatering

Stone Hearth Pizza
Barbeque Chicken
Barbeque Ribs
Wings

Rotisserie Chicken
6-7 Soups Per Day

6-8 Fresh Salads
Panini - Subs

Lunch
&

Dinner
Daily

Automatic Anwsering Attendent Machine
Call & Listen To Menu & Place Your Order

moreMARKET • PLACE

Gourmet Food • Fine Wines • Espresso
Fresh Soups • Salads • Sandwiches
Specialty Foods • Yacht Provisions

Prime Meats • Fresh Fish • Wild Game
Wine Bar • Desserts • Coffee Bar

m
Portside Yachting Center
1850 SE 17th Street Causeway • Fort Lauderdale
www.morelauderdale.com • 954.701.4775

open 7 days

AUTHENTIC PILATESTM

FOR AUTHENTIC RESULTS

“Feel better in 10 sessions, look better in 20 sessions, 
and have a completely new body in 30 sessions.”-Joseph Pilates

Call Karen Winselmann, Owner/Instructor at 
954.804.8450 or visit www.pure-pilates.net

Located at Accelerated PT Centers of Florida
6451 N. Federal Highway, Suite 127 Ft. Lauderdale, FL  33308

2430 NE 13th Avenue - Wilton Manors 
(954) 564-9147

Visit us at our great new location at 
2430 NE 13th Avenue, right behind 
Old Florida Seafood on 26th Street. 

See our great selection of trees, 
shrubs, groundcovers & flowers.

Beautiful
Pottery from 
Spain, Italy, 

Mexico,  
Asia & Vietnam
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Enjoy a 20% Discount! 
Sheila Henderson is our staff member of the
month. A seasoned hairdresser, Sheila has
been a part of our team for over 10 years. We
are proud to feature her in this month’s edition
of Las Olas Community News. 

To thank patrons for their loyalty to our staff
over the years, Spa 66 is offering a special 20%
discount. Simply call (954) 728-3598 and
present this ad upon check-in. 

Catering to all your beauty needs  

Salon 66 

features everything from manicures, 
pedicures and waxing, to scalp 

treatments, hair styling and more! 

For a complete list of treatments and services,  
visit www.Pier66.com or call (954) 728-3598 

2301 SE 17th Street, Fort Lauderdale
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Call Garry Thani 
(954) 893-9540 or  

(954) 444-7788  

We can fix any computer problem!
All Computer Repairs -  Your home or Office!
Fast Service! 
Hardware Upgrades 
Virus Detection/Protection 
Spyware & adware 
removal! 
New computer setup 
Data Recovery & Backup 
Home/Office Network 
Systems—Wireless! 
Affordable systems 
starting at $599 

And much, much more!

D i s c o v e r
� � � �

DD ee ll ii cc ii oo uu ss !!

w elcome to Pa’DeGennaro’s.Enjoy an atmosphere
with r ich dark wood panel ing, cr isp l inen and
subdued l ight ing.

4331 North Ocean Drive
Lauderdale-By-The-Sea, FL

954.351.0310
Open for dinner 7 nights/5:00-11-00 PM 

Live music most nights / Reservations Please
additional parking in rear

Tucked away-on A1A, sharpen your
senses for a memorable dining event .

“ “

Pa DeGennaro’s
“Sun-Sentinel “★★★★”

MMaakkee yyoouurr  rreesseerrvvaatt iioonn aanndd ddiissccoovveerr  ���� ddeell iicc iioouuss..

I t ’s  the perfect  overture to““���� ””Ital ian dining.Here
the c lass ics  are not iceably  upgraded from the rout ine,
with the worlds  f reshest  ingredients, ref lect ing the
cul inary genius  of  renowned chef  Mennan Tekel i ,served
with professional f la i r.
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             By Ron Laffee

My partner, Ted Fling, and I were 
traveling east on Sunrise Boulevard one 
hot Friday evening, discussing the look-
out for a red Ford F-150 with a known 
Florida license plate. That truck was part 
of a hold-up to a Cell Phone store on 
Oakland Park Blvd. As members of Ft. 
Lauderdale Police Department’s Citizens 
on Patrol, we were traveling in a marked 
car, looking around to see what we can 
do to help out our Police Department, 
and this Ford was one of several items 
to be aware of on this shift. 

While approaching NE 15th Ave, a 
lady in the parking lot to Dunkin     Do-
nuts was flagging us down.  We pulled 
into the parking lot to see if she was 
okay.  It turns out there was a minor 
fender bender with another car, also in 
the parking lot. My first thought was to 
check for injuries.  

“Is everyone all right?” I asked a lady 
of about 60, standing by her blue Mer-
cedes Benz. She was wearing a brown 
dress, pearls and hat. At first glance, I 
saw no damage to the car. 

“I am very angry at that stupid kid 
in the other car. He shouldn’t be driving. 
I want to make sure he pays for it!” was 
her first response.

“I understand. But most important, 
are you okay? Have you been hurt? 
We can call an ambulance if need be.” 
I said.

“No I’m alright, my car was dam-
aged though.” she replied.

“An officer will be here soon. My 
partner is calling it in right now, okay?” 
I said.

“Thank you, sir.” the lady replied.
I walked over to the other car, a tan 

2 door Toyota, to ask the driver, a white, 
late teen or early twenties young man 
wearing jeans and a Dolphins T-shirt, if 
he is okay.

“Yeah, I’m okay. Boy is she mad! She 
is freaking out. It’s just a small bump!” 
he said.

“Please relax,” I said, “The most im-
portant thing is that you are okay.” 

“Yeah I’m okay. I was only going 
about 5 miles an hour when I hit her” 
he said.

At that point Ted radioed into the 
Dispatcher to report the accident.

“Dispatch, this is Oscar 150.” Ted 
said.

“Oscar 150, go ahead.” replied 
FLPD’s Dispatch for District 1.

“Dispatch, we have a ‘Signal 4’ on 
Oakland Park and NE 15th Ave.” con-
tinued Ted. “It is a 2 car, no injury, both 

cars in the parking lot to Dunkin Do-
nuts. One driver requests to file charges 
on the other.” 

Dispatch replied, “10-4, Oscar 
150”.... pause... “Alfa 119, this is dis-
patch.”

“Alfa 119...” answered one of the 
officers assigned to this area.

“Alfa 119, there is a signal 4 on Oak-
land Park and NE 15th Ave, in the park-
ing lot to Dunkin Donuts.....2 cars, no 
injury.” relayed dispatch.

“26-51.” Replied the officer. 26-51 
is radio talk meaning the message was 
received and he is enroute to the site.

“Oscar 150...” called the dispatch.
“Oscar 150, here.” Ted replied.
“Oscar 150, Alfa 119 is 10-51” stat-

ed the dispatch.
“10-4. would you like me to stay 

until Alfa 119 arrives?” asked Ted.
“10-4, Oscar 150, thank you very 

much.” dispatch replied. 
I then approached the driver to the 

blue Mercedes Benz to let her know 
that an officer was on the way and 
would take a full report once he arrives. 
Once again I asked the driver if she was 
physically okay and if not I will call an 

ambulance. The driver thanked me very 
much and said she is okay.   Once done, 
I preceded over to the 2nd subject who 
was still behind the wheel of his car.  

“An officer will be here shortly to 
take the report. Are you sure you are 
okay?” I asked.

“Yes sir, thank you.” came the reply 
with a slight attitude.

There was very minor damage to 
both cars. With both of them now in 
a parking lot I couldn’t tell by looking 
who was at fault. The officer arrived to 
take the report and at the same time the 
mother of the younger driver arrived in 
her car as well. The officer began asking 
questions. This is one of the toughest 
parts of the job, I think, putting it all on 
paper for an official   report, especially 

when all you have are the stories from 
the opposing sides. 

As Ted and I entered the COP car 
to leave, the officer thanked us for the 
help. 

“Dispatch, this is Oscar 150, we are 
10-8” Ted called into dispatch, stating 

that we were clear for another call, if 
necessary. (COP’s rarely take an actual 
call, though).

“10-4 Oscar 150, thank you very 
much” replied dispatch.

As we headed north on Federal 
Highway, approaching Oakland Park 
Blvd to go east, over the radio we heard, 
“Dispatch, Alpha 119. I need an EMS at 
the scene. 

Driver of the VW is complaining of 
neck and back pains.” The EMS is an 
ambulance being called to take some-
one at the accident to a hospital.

“Sounds like the kid’s mother has 
discovered injuries that no one else 
there was aware of!” I chuckled. Just 
then there was another  call:

“Attention District 1.... A young boy, 
mid to late teens, has been           re-
ported falling or jumping off the Oak-
land Park Boulevard Bridge. The boy can 
no longer be seen.”

Ted and I were at the base of the 
bridge on the west side of the Inter-
coastal waterway within minutes. No 
one else had arrived yet. While Ted ra-
dioed in to dispatch our position, I be-
gan combing the shore line with my 
flashlight. Within minutes, there were 
more officers on the scene than I could 
count. 

Police cars with the lights flashing 
were on both sides of the waterway. 
Officers were on both shorelines search-
ing, a FLPD boat was in the water and a 
helicopter was in the air, all with a flash-
light or searchlight and a radio. All the 
officers on the scene were following a 
procedure as it was written in a book. 
The pride that I felt being a part (as small 
as it was) of such an intricate team was 
great. The search was called off after an 
hour or so. No body was found and no 
person was ever reported missing.  

These are just a few of the many 
experiences I’ve had as a Citizen On Pa-
trol for the Ft. Lauderdale Police Depart-
ment. Now COP’s don’t actually “chase 
calls.”

We do not go to the corner store 
where there is a hold up. But if there 
is a car accident, a break down in the 
middle of the road, or something along 
that line, where an extra car from the 
Police Department with flashing lights 
can help out a situation, we are greatly 
appreciated by the Police Officers who 
are on duty. 

But the biggest value of the COP is 
looking out for possible trouble in our 
own neighborhoods. 

If you see us in your neighborhood, 
stop us and say “hi.”

A NIGHT IN THE LIFE OF A C.O.P.S. VOLUNTEER
Well trained civilians aid our Fort Lauderdale police force

Partner Ted Fling (of Victoria Park) at the beginning of our night shift as Partner Ted Fling (of Victoria Park) at the beginning of our night shift as 
C.O.P.S. volunteers.C.O.P.S. volunteers.
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Treatment

BROWARD COUNTY 
COMMISSIONER 

RECOGNIZED FOR 
“EXCELLENCE”

Women’s Council of 
Commerce Hosts 2006 Circle 

of Excellence Luncheon 
 

Fewer than a dozen women each 
year are chosen to receive the Circle of 
Excellence award from the Women’s 
Council of Commerce of the Greater Fort 
Lauderdale Chamber of Commerce.  

This year, Broward County Commis-
sioner Kristin Jacobs will be recognized 
in the “Government Services” category 
at the Women’s Business Awards lun-
cheon on September 21, 2006. 

“It’s an honor to be recognized by 
the Women’s Council for the work that I 
do as a Broward County Commissioner,” 
said Jacobs.  “I love what I do and I’m 
fortunate that those in the community 
have faith in me and believe that I do 
my best everyday to represent them.”

Women’s Council members noted 
Commissioners Jacobs’ outstanding 
work in protecting the environment 
and creating greenways through out 
Broward County.  

Broward County’s Greenways Sys-
tem is a countywide network of safe, 
clean, bicycle and equestrian paths, na-

ture trails and waterways.
Once completed the greenways 

project will connect each neighbor-
hood, from the Everglades to the Atlan-
tic Ocean to conservation lands, parks 
and recreation facilities, cultural and his-

toric sites, schools and business areas. 
The system will provide opportunities 
for recreation, restoration and enhance-
ment of native vegetation and wildlife 
habitat, and alternative modes of trans-
portation.

Criteria for Circle of Excellence nomi-
nees include consistent leadership and 
strategic partnership in the business/
professional community as well as the 
impact in the community at large. 

“This is a unique annual opportu-
nity for women business owners, ex-
ecutives, and managers to network and 
learn more about the business climate 
for women in Broward County,” says 
Christina Fischer, The Fischer Group and 
current Chair of the Women’s Council of 
Commerce. “It’s also our chance to rec-
ognize those women who have made 
significant contributions to our commu-
nity, both as women and as profession-
als.”

The luncheon will be held at the 
Broward County Convention Center, 
1950 Eisenhower Boulevard, in Fort 
Lauderdale. Registration begins at 11:30 
a.m. followed by lunch from 12:00-1:30 
p.m.  The presenting sponsor this year is 
the Chris Evert Women’s Center at the 
Broward General Medical Center.

The Women’s Council under the 
Greater Fort Lauderdale Chamber of 
Commerce is a resource for Chamber 
members to network with the women 
business owners, entrepreneurs and 
professionals of Broward County.  The 
Women’s Council offers wonderful 
luncheons and events, with powerful 
speakers and motivational topics.  They 
also offer scholarships to women who 
are overcoming life’s hardships and en-
tering secondary education to improve 
their lives.           

For more information please con-
tact e-mail Carolyn@ftlchamber.com or 
Irma@ftlchamber.com.

The Police Dept.
Needs You!

The Police Department of the City of 
Fort Lauderdale is advertising for a Police 
Records Clerk, a part-time position with 
a salary of $26,000 - $35,000 annu-
ally, plus liberal fringe benefits.  

This position 
requires shift 

work, but you 
would have a voice in 

determining when and how 
many hours you would work.  

Weekends, nights, and holi-
days are all possibilities.

All you need is a High School diplo-
ma, one year of clerical work experience 
and some computer and typing experi-
ence.  Of course you would have to pass 
a written test and a polygraph exam. A 
background investigation and medical 
exam, including a drug screen, are also 
required.

Here’s an added benefit:  Employ-
ees get to enjoy the shelter of the station 
along with generators and full service 
cafeteria during storms.

Retirees, students, think about this 
opportunity!  Then get your application 
at http://ci.ftlaud.fl.us/jobs/jobs.htm or 
phone 954-828-3573.
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EXECUTIVE 
AIRPORT PLANE 

CRASH - 
A NIGHTMARE FOR 
FORT LAUDERDALE

by Ron Klein, candidate for district 
22, House of Representatives

Shortly after a DC 3 airplane crashed 
on Northeast 56th Street on the border 
of  Imperial Point and Cor-
al Ridge Isles subdivisions,  
a group of grassroot activ-
ists organized a Town Hall 
meeting at North Ridge 
Hospital Auditorium which 
was attended by repre-
sentatives from three mu-
nicipalities and residents 
of twelve Homeowner As-
sociations in the Greater 
Northeast Fort Lauderdale 
area.   At the one year an-
niversary of the June 13th 
DC 3 crash, the Miami 
Herald reported a 20 count Grand Jury 
indictment was handed down  charg-
ing  the pilot  with operating a plane 
in air commerce  illegally and failing to 
file a customs declaration for the load of 
granite (newspapers reported close to 
5,800 pounds)  he was carrying to the 
Bahamas. 

Minutes earlier before the ill fated 
DC 3 crash, school buses from West-
minster Academy were enroute deliver-
ing summer camp children home on the 
same street that the crash occurred. Had 
the plane veered north ¼ mile, it would 
have crashed into Pine Crest School. 

As it was, the plane narrowly missed 
North Ridge Hospital, where doctors 
and nurses saw the plane descend and 
reported to their Administration to get 
ready for a major catastrophe.  

As reported in the local newspapers 
this was “our worst nightmare.”

State Senator Ron Klein helped the 
grassroot activists get the FAA represen-
tatives to meet with the community at 
a Town Hall Meeting. The community 
leaders learned from a panel of five FAA 
representatives that the funding for FAA 
inspectors on the ground at South Flor-
ida airports  had been cut back by the 
Bush Administration budget supported 
by E. Clay Shaw.  

This resulted in the pilots at the lo-
cal airports operating without  oversight 
impacting the safety of surrounding 
communities. There should be  a priority 
in Congress to fund the FAA to identify 
and supervise these “Bandit” operators 
and follow through with their obliga-
tion to comply with all FAA regulations. 

Miami U.S. Attorney R. Alexander 
Acosta is calling for an investigation 
focusing on the Fort Lauderdale Execu-
tive Airport and other airports and its 

“bandit” companies. The real issue is 
the safety risk to the community when 
“Bandit” operators push the  envelope 
to the maximum be it in the area of 
maintenance or weight limits in the in-
terest of short term profits. Usually these 
operators are marginally funded and do 
not have strong balance sheets. It is the 
responsibility of the FAA to have enough 
inspectors on the ground to constantly 
inspect them. 

When confronted with the informa-
tion provided by the Town Hall Meet-
ing, why hasn’t the Fort Lauderdale 

Executive Airport manage-
ment and Aviation Advi-
sory Board addressed the 
problem? Christine Teel 
and Jim Naugle refuse to 
appoint (despite campaign 
promises) or have actually 
removed proactive neigh-
borhood activists who live 
in the flight path of the Ex-
ecutive Airport to the Avia-
tion Advisory Board.   The 
management of the Fort 
Lauderdale Executive Air-

port needs to provide more oversight 
of these operators as an interim solution 
and redefine their responsibilities albeit 
at the expense of revenue.

This is an election year. We can 
elect a Congress that cares about the 
safety of the community that it serves. 
Together, we can effectively solve our 
community’s problems one by one,  by 
providing leadership and working with 
the municipalities and the Homeown-
ers’ Associations. 

What is a Hurricane 
Ready home?

Just Ask Norm!

Ernesto…the storm that wasn’t, 
or was it?  The first storm threat after 
Wilma moved us all to hurricane prepa-
ration reaction mode:  ratchet down 
the house, top off the cars, fill-up the 
generator tanks and plug the gaps in 
your hurricane preparedness plan.  If 
you weren’t fully prepared for the 2006 
hurricane season, you are now.  Then, 
in an anticlimactic crescendo, the wind 
whispered, the lightening flickered, the 
thunder did boom, but the rain, well it 
drizzled.  My daughter kept asking…
”Dad, when is the hurricane coming?”  
For children, the thought of unsched-
uled days off from school unleashes 
unbridled glee and anticipation.  For 
adults, well, the opposite is true.

Readying for Ernesto or any “fore-
cast” hurricane is a massively disruptive, 
time consuming and anxiety ridden ex-
ercise.  The preparations run the gamut 
from deciding to:

• Leave work early to start storm 
preparations/or not

• Go to work late to complete  
 preparations/or not

• Pull tools from the shed to 
 attach shutters to the house/or  

 not
• Pull the generator from 
 storage/or not
• Fill-up all generator fuel 
 tanks/or not
• Put up (install) all the shutters,  

 some of the shutters or none of  
 the shutters.

• Fill-up the water tanks/or not
• Fill-up the cars/or not
• Buy some good wine and 
 hunker down 

Lots of vacillation and thought, but 
is there a better way? Are there any 
permanent changes in our lives or our 
homes that would make preparing for 
each hurricane threat a non-event?

I found myself in this quandary the 
Tuesday before Ernesto was forecast 
to hit.  Between getting the chain saw 
repaired and filling up the cars, I found 
myself analyzing the benefits of making 
my home Hurricane Ready.   The big-
gest time thief in the process is shutter-
ing, or for some boarding up the house.  
It takes several hours to secure each in 
place, and just as much time to take 
them down and put away.  This time 
and cycle must be duplicated each time 
a hurricane is forecast for our area.  As 
this typically occurs mid-week, it means 
we must sacrifice important business & 
work responsibilities to get ready.  As 
we do so to protect our most cher-
ished relationships (our families), and 
our largest asset (our homes), it’s a no 
brainer.  Circle the wagons & shutter the 
house, “here comes storm”.  But when 
the threat fails to materialize, one again 
wonders, is there a better way?

If you’ve lived in South Florida for 
more that two years you know the an-
swer:  Yes there is!  By improving your 
home to negate the three greatest risks 
and inconveniences associated with 
hurricanes and the aftermath you and 
your home become “hurricane ready”.  
The three focus areas are:  windows/
openings, roofs and electricity supply.  
Protect your windows, bolster your roof 
and have a viable alternative to FPL (be-
cause their power will go out), and you 
are hurricane ready.  However, to do so 
requires a plan, a trusted general con-
tractor (don’t laugh, they are out there), 
patience and money.

Installation of impact resistant win-
dows and doors provides you with 
passive protection.  Never again will 
you stand in the wind or rain installing 
or taking down and storing shutters, 
year, after year, after year.  No more lost 
time, no more lost days of work, no 
more worries about being out of town 
during storm season.  Your home is al-
ways ready.  Whether you are in town 
or away on business or vacation.  Just 
lock the doors and your hurricane ready 

system is engaged and on the job.  This 
coupled with the increased protection 
of home and hearth against vandalism, 
and peace of mind is at hand.  (Ever sit 
in the dark on a beautiful autumn day in 
South Florida because your shutters/ply-
wood is still up after a threat?)

 
Bolstering your roof simply means to 

make sure your roof is strapped down, 
connecting it to the main structure 
of the house.  Homes built after 2002 
were built to post hurricane Andrew 
building codes and should meet this cri-
teria.  All others should be inspected to 
determine how it was built.  It’s worth 
the cost of the inspection because this 
combined with an “approved” window 
protection system can result in up to a 
40% discount on your Windstorm Insur-
ance policy for homes east of I-95.  Be-
fore you go out and hire an inspector 
call us or your insurance agent as the 
inspector must be specifically a “Mitiga-
tion Inspector/Engineer” engaged by 
the insurer.

Finally, how run the refrigerator 
when FPL goes down?  There are many 
and varied ways of resolving this is-
sue, from portable generators to whole 
house units that are hard wired to your 
home.  I found out the hard way that 
any system that does not connect di-
rectly to your breaker box may burn out 
the compressor on the fridge.  This is 
the most expensive part of that appli-
ance, and in my case cost over $800.00 
to replace, along with the expense of 
replacing a refrigerator worth of food.   
Therefore it’s best to connect the gen-
erator to the breaker box.  In such cases, 
contract with a licensed electrician to do 
the installation.

As I emerged from my day dream 
and refocused on the tasks at hand, I 
took solace in my decision to hurricane 
ready my home. A smile creased my face 
as thoughts of:

• My home protected day after  
 day, year after year without 

 lifting a finger.
• Perfectly chilled food, beer,  

 wine, and a/c.
• An opportunity to reduce my  

 windstorm insurance premium.

But, what good is being giddy 
alone? I have the contacts, and the 
knowledge to share and make this a 
reality for most anyone who has read 
this far.  If you have and want a piece 
of this reality, give me a call and I’ll help 
you analyze your situation to determine 
how best to go about making your 
home Hurricane Ready.

Norman Fisher is president of The 
Mortgage Shoppe, a mortgage plan-
ning and strategic equity management 
firm in Fort Lauderdale. Your comments 
are invited at nfisher@themortgage-
shoppe.com or 954-763-5980.
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WHY VOTERS 
SHOULD HAVE 

A SAY IN 
CONTROLLING 

GROWTH IN THEIR 
COMMUNITY

          by Leslie Blackner

You think the traffic is bad now, and 
the schools are overwhelmed.  What 
happens when the next 5, 20, 50 mil-
lion people move to Florida?  Right now 
Florida’s population is about 18 million 
and growing by 1,000 people each and 
every day, with no end in sight.   If you 
add up all the comprehensive plans in 
our state, you will find that they project 
housing for over 100 million people.    

 The truth, which politicians 
avoid like the plague, is that Florida’s 
population growth is never supposed 
to end.  State and local governments are 
in the growth business.  These growth 
junkies equate relentless, unending con-
struction with civic progress.  They like 
to call it “economic development” or 
“growing the tax base.”  When a voter 
says “But I like my community the way it 
is!”  he is shouted down by the growth 
junkies:  “Growth is going to happen 

whether you like it or 
not! This town needs 
this growth…if we 
don’t grow we’ll 
die!”

 When I hear 
this, I think of Mi-
ami-Dade County.  
For a hundred years 
Miami has grown 
and grown with-
out restraint, paving 
over the mangroves 
and the swamps.  If 
simply adding more 
people and more 
construction is good 
government and 
good business, then 
why is Miami the 
poorest big city in 
the United States, a 
fiscal nightmare, the 
poster child for ev-
erything the rest of 
Florida doesn’t want 
to be?     

What can you do, 
when you don’t want 
to see every road in 
your town six-laned 
and portables mush-
rooming around the 
schools?  What can 
you do when your 

elected officials are more concerned 
with catering to the next 10,000 new 
residents than protecting and preserv-
ing your community?  What can you do 
to defend yourself, your home and your 
community from the growth junkies’ 
bill:  endless construction, spoiled or de-
stroyed natural resource systems, paved 
over habitat, a degraded quality of life, 
overwhelmed municipal services and a 
higher cost of living?

Tragically, under Florida’s land use 
law, local government’s main job is sup-
posed to be the protection of citizens’ 
quality of life.  The law is clear that when 
a city or county commission votes on a 
proposed land use change, the politi-
cians are standing in the shoes of the 
electorate and should not approve the 
proposed change unless they determine 
that it will improve the community.

We, the Florida voters, must take 
back control over the destiny of our 
state.  We must take these important de-
cisions out of the hands of the growth 
junkies.  We can do this by support-
ing the Florida Hometown Democracy 
Amendment, a proposed constitutional 
amendment that will put the people 
back in charge of the places where they 
live by letting voters decide whether to 
change their community’s growth plan.  
This makes sense because voters care 
deeply about the place where they live.  
We should have the final say over pro-
posed changes in our hometowns be-
cause, for better or worse, we get stuck 
with the consequences.

In June the Florida Supreme Court 
unanimously approved the petition.  
Now we must collect 611,000 verified 
petitions to make the 2008 ballot.  To 
put the people back in charge of Pasco 
County, you must make this effort your 
own.  Learn more about this historic ef-
fort at www.floridahometowndemoc-
racy.com.  If you are a registered Florida 
voter, download the petition, sign it and 
mail it in. Get every registered Florida 
voter you know to sign the petition. 

If you don’t have the internet, call 
us at 866-779-5513 and we will send 
you petitions.  Support this unique ef-
fort by collecting and mailing petitions 
to us, and sending your check to help 
fund the effort.  It’s up to you to save 
Florida’s future.   

Lesley Blackner, an attorney in Palm 
Beach, is an organizer for the Florida 
Hometown Democracy campaign.

This campaign needs your financial 
support to succeed. If you can help, visit 
http://www.floridahometowndemocra-
cy.com/ and click on “donate” to make 
an on-line donation to this important 
cause.

 

November 2006 Trunk Shows
Oxxford Clothes

Scott Ruerup, vice president Oxxford-Clothes
Thursday, November 2nd

Hickey-Freeman
John Catalina

Thursday, November 9th

Brioni Collection
Neil O’Brien, vice president of Brioni USA

Thursday, November 16th
800 East Las Olas Boulevard

Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301
(954) 463-1472

www.mausandhoffman.com

Three Maus & Hoffman Trunk 
Shows Feature Luxury Fabrics 
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 pd.pol.adv., Florida Hometown Democracy, Inc.

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT PETITION FORM 
104.185 – A person who knowingly signs a petition or petitions for a candidate, minor political party, or an issue 

more than one time commits a misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083. 

I am a registered voter of Florida and hereby petition the Secretary of State to place the following 
amendment to the Florida Constitution on the ballot in the next general election. 
I AM REGISTERED TO VOTE IN __________________COUNTY. 

NAME_______________________________ STREET ADDRESS_______________________________
Please PRINT Name as it appears on Voter I.D. Card PRINT Current Physical Address ( NO PO BOXES) 

CITY__________________________ , FL   ZIP________ , USA    COUNTY____________________ 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   (County of residence) 

IS THIS A CHANGE OF ADDRESS FOR VOTER REGISTRATION IN SAME COUNTY? Yes___ No___ 

VOTER REGISTRATION NUMBER_________________ -or- DATE OF BIRTH ____/____/_____ 
Month      Day        Year  

X__________________________________________         DATE_____________________ 
SIGNATURE AS IT APPEARS ON VOTER I.D. CARD              DATE  SIGNED 

BALLOT TITLE: REFERENDA REQUIRED FOR ADOPTION AND AMENDMENT OF LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE PLANS.
BALLOT SUMMARY: Establishes that before a local government may adopt a new comprehensive 
land use plan, or amend a comprehensive land use plan, the proposed plan or amendment shall be 
subject to vote of the electors of the local government by referendum, following preparation by the 
local planning agency, consideration by the governing body and notice.  Provides definitions. 
.

FULL TEXT OF PROPOSED AMENDMENT:
BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF FLORIDA THAT:
Article II, Section 7.  Natural resources and scenic beauty of the Florida Constitution is amended to add the 
following subsection: 
Public participation in local government comprehensive land use planning benefits the conservation and protection 
of Florida’s natural resources and scenic beauty, and the long-term quality of life of Floridians.  Therefore, before a 
local government may adopt a new comprehensive land use plan, or amend a comprehensive land use plan, such 
proposed plan or plan amendment shall be subject to vote of the electors of the local government by referendum, 
following preparation by the local planning agency, consideration by the governing body as provided by general law, 
and notice thereof in a local newspaper of general circulation.  Notice and referendum will be as provided by general 
law.  This amendment shall become effective immediately upon approval by the electors of Florida. 
For purposes of this subsection: 
1. “Local government” means a county or municipality. 
2. “Local government comprehensive land use plan” means a plan to guide and control future land development 

in an area under the jurisdiction of a local government.
3. “Local planning agency” means the agency of a local government that is responsible for the preparation of a 

comprehensive land use plan and plan amendments after public notice and hearings and for making 
recommendations to the governing body of the local government regarding the adoption or amendment of a 
comprehensive land use plan.

4. “Governing body” means the board of county commissioners of a county, the commission or council of a 
municipality, or the chief elected governing body of a county or municipality, however designated.

         Serial Number 05-18                                                                               Date Approved  June 21, 2005

Return to:
Florida Hometown Democracy, Inc.,  
P.O. Box 636 
New Smyrna Beach, FL 32170-0636

www.FloridaHometownDemocracy.com 
phone:  (866) 779-5513
email:  info@floridahometowndemocracy.com
PLEASE DONATE!     Contributions should be made

payable to “Florida Hometown Democracy, Inc.”

By Carl Hiaasen

A grass-roots move to give Florid-
ians a defining voice in how their com-
munities grow has touched off a back-
room panic among some developers, 
builders and the politicians they own.

The proposed Florida Hometown 
Democracy Amendment would provide 
citizens with the final vote on substantial 
changes to local comprehensive land-
use plans ( www.florida hometownde-
mocracy.com).

For example, if the development 
boundaries in your county were to be 
altered to make way for an outlet mall, a 
high-rise condo or a new housing sub-
division, the project would go to a pub-
lic referendum.

Such a radical notion -- giving vot-
ers a direct say over projects that affect 
their lives -- is viewed as pure poison by 
the special interests that hold power.

‘’A bad, bad, bad, bad idea,’’ fumed 
a lobbyist for the Florida Home Builders 
Association. That view was echoed, lit-
erally, by Gov. Jeb Bush, who called the 
Hometown Democracy Amendment 
``a great name but a bad idea.’’

Still, the measure is well on its way 
to getting the 50,000 signatures needed 
before the initiative is reviewed by the 
Florida Supreme Court. About 489,000 
voter signatures must be gathered to 
put the amendment on a statewide bal-
lot.

It wouldn’t be an issue if the state 
and local governments were doing a 
responsible job of monitoring growth, 
but they’re not. The so-called Growth 
Management Act is a polite charade in 
which the public’s input is sought, ac-
knowledged, then often ignored.

Chaotic sprawl

Witness the stampeding fiasco in 
the Panhandle, which the St. Joe Co. is 
steamrolling into its own lucrative ver-
sion of Boca Raton. Long-time residents 
have seen their concerns brushed aside 
as local officeholders unabashedly em-
brace the role of St. Joe cheerleaders. All 
that’s missing are the pom-poms.

Selling out to wealthy developers 
is a grand tradition in Florida politics. 
Those who are paving and malling the 
state throw more money at candidates 
than do any other groups.

Their high-paid lobbyists and law-
yers typically call the shots with coun-
ty commissions and zoning boards. 
They’re accustomed to getting what 
they want, which is why they so dread 
the prospect of a citizen referendum.

They know that people are fed up 
with ugly chaotic sprawl, and its atten-

dant headaches of gridlock, overcrowd-
ed schools, crime and pollution.

The push for the Hometown De-
mocracy Amendment comes from two 
lawyers, Russ Burnaman and Lesley 
Blackner, who grew up in Florida and 
were dismayed by the damage caused 
by runaway growth.

Contrary to what some opponents 
say, the measure would not dismantle 
the present system by which major de-
velopments are processed. Local zon-
ing and planning boards would still be 
involved from the beginning. Basically, 
the major difference is that voters -- not 
elected officeholders -- would make 
the ultimate decision in cases requiring 
changes in the land-use plan.

Its foes condemn the amendment 
as a no-growth weapon. Some contend 
that average citizens aren’t technically 
qualified to evaluate complicated de-
velopment projects (as if politicians are), 
and that they’d automatical-
ly reject most proposals.

It’s a flimsy argument. 
Vero Beach has for years re-
quired a public vote on any 
new project in which the 
height or density differs from 
the comprehensive plan. The 
city has continued to grow 
robustly, and so has its busi-
ness core.

There are other prec-
edents for growth-issue ref-
erendums, at least one of 
which has been endorsed by 
the U.S. Supreme Court.

The city of Eastlake, 
Ohio, passed an ordinance 
stating that any change to 
its comprehensive plan be 
approved by 55 percent of 
voters. Eastlake was sued by 
a high-rise developer, who 
said his constitutional rights 
were being violated.

The high court disagreed, 
and upheld the city’s right to 
call a land-use referendum.

The stakes are high in 
Florida. The state has no se-
rious manufacturing base, 
and its agricultural acreage is 
shrinking rapidly. More than 
ever, the economy is rely-
ing on growth for the sheer 
dumb sake of growth. As an 
industry it ranks second only 
to tourism.

As you’d expect, state 
legislators are studiously 
conspiring to keep the Home 
Democracy Amendment 
away from the electorate -
- after all, they feed at the 

same trough as other politicians.

Secret influence

There are some legitimate appre-
hensions about land-use referendums. 
As in any election, the risk exists for con-
fusion, impulsiveness and, ultimately, 
unwise choices.

But the next time you’re stuck on 
the interstate in southwest Broward, 
look around and ask yourself if ordinary 
citizens could possibly do a worse job of 
managing growth than the chowder-
heads who are currently in charge.

In theory, of course, we shouldn’t 
have to go out and vote on every major 
development. In theory, the people we 
elect to office should be able to make 
those decisions competently and free of 
secret influence.

In theory, the interests and welfare 

of a neighborhood should carry just as 
much weight as those of St. Joe, or any 
other big powerful company.

Maybe things really work that way 
somewhere in the universe, but not 
here in Florida.

Not in real life.

© 2004 The Miami Herald and wire service 
sources. All Rights Reserved.

Florida Hometown Democracy is 
truly a grass roots effort run by volun-
teers. They can be reached at 1-866-779-
5513 or at their website, http://www.
floridahometowndemocracy.com/

AMENDMENT HAS DEVELOPERS IN A PANIC
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DEVELOPERS PLANNING TO PAVE OVER PARADISE?
               By Steve Kelley

 
Is Fort Lauderdale becoming like the 

popular song, “They paved paradise to 
put up a parking lot”?  The Fort Lauder-
dale community has just lost the Hyde 
Park Market property to developers 
who will erect a 40 story condo build-
ing on Las Olas Boulevard, next to one 
of Fort Lauderdale’s most historic land-
marks, “The Stranahan House.”  Now, 
the only golf course open to the public 
in the entire city of Fort Lauderdale is 
being threatened with a housing de-
velopment. The outcome of a proposed 
amendment to build this development 
is an issue that has far reaching and 
precedent setting effects on the future 
of Fort Lauderdale.

Local developers have    announced 
their plans for the American Golfers 
Club, 3801 North Federal Highway in 
Fort Lauderdale. This property along 
with the Coral Ridge Country Club and 
Golf Course was purchased last year by 
a group of local businessmen who have 
strong ties to the community. Currently, 
The American Golf Course, also know 
as Executive Golf Course is only open 
to those golfers wanting to hit a bucket 
of balls.  The nine hole Executive course 
has been closed since Hurricane Wilma.  
Dead grass and dying landscaping is all 
that is left. And the Coral Ridge Country 
Club has had a minor facelift, but is still 
open to members only. 

Attorneys for the developers have 
filed a land-use plan amendment with 
the City of Fort Lauderdale regarding this 
property. Their intentions are to remove 
the zoning from Park-Open Space and 
replace it with approximately 30 acres of 
low density residential housing, thereby 
paving the way for construction of 61 
homes and streets to access them. The 
proposed  entrance/exit to this housing 
development would not be on Federal 
Highway, where the current entrance 
to American Golfers Club is, but into the 
well established neighborhood of Coral 
Ridge Country Club Estates at Northeast 
37 Drive.  This scenario would insure 
that all of the land along Federal High-
way could be sold for a multi-use condo 
or multi story office building overlook-
ing private homes.

This plan is not just a neighbor-
hood issue; the city’s land use plan is 
under attack. The City Commission of 
Fort Lauderdale can approve or deny 
this amendment.  If approved by the 
City, approval must also be obtained by 
the County and State. Of importance is 
the fact that the present zoning was put 
into effect by a previous city commission 
to protect this land from just such a de-
velopment.

Private citizens, homeowners as-
sociations and homeowners should 
express their opinions to our Commis-

sioner Christine Teel  and Mayor Jim 
Naugle. All of the City Commissioners 
should be contacted by the citizens 
of Fort Lauderdale with their opinions 
about the overdevelopment of our city. 
The ultimate decision lies with the com-
missioners whether it is for the good or 
for the detriment of our city. 

Christine Teel, Vice Mayor and City 
Commissioner District I, represents the 

area of the city which includes this golf 
course property.  She was elected on 
promises for master pre-planning and 
strongly opposed overdevelopment. 
Vice Mayor Teel can be contacted at 
(954) 828-5004 or cteel@fortlauder-
dale.gov. 

Mayor Jim Naugle claimed in his re-
cent re-election campaign that he was 
the “no-growth” candidate while vig-
orously defaming his opponent with 
“uncontrolled growth” charges. Naugle 
can be contacted at (954) 828-5004 or 
mayorjames@aol.com.   

Who would be in favor of under-
mining the city’s land use plan at this 
site, which would eliminate a munici-
pal golf course and open green space 
from our city? Of course, the answer 
is primarily the new owners.  It was re-
ported that the new owners purchased 
the combined golf course property for 
an incredibly low $17 million dollars. 
Important to note is that single water-

front homes in Coral Ridge easily sell 
for a million dollars or more. The de-
velopers knew that “Park” zoning pro-
hibited housing development; yet they 
were clearly confident that with political 
connections and skilled attorneys they 
could make a huge profit by changing 
the zoning from to residential. 

It is estimated that their $17 million 
investment will bring them a return of 

$100 million.
In favor also of this amendment 

are some members of the Coral Ridge 
Country Club. The developers present-
ed this plan to an exclusive members-
only meeting in March; Membership 
has been promised a redesigned golf 
course with fairways behind homes for-
merly on the American Golf Course and 
encircling the new development. 

Also, promised is a new 40,000 
square foot club house in a more inte-
rior location of the Coral Ridge course. 
There’s also the possibility that club 
members would receive first choice 
of new lots carved from the American 
Golf Course. In addition, proponents of 
the proposed amendment believe that 
nearness to a new upscale community 
will increase the value of their existing 
homes, assuming that new home buy-
ers will pay more to live near a new 
community.

Prior to the announcement of the 
amendment proposal, expectations of 
concerned citizens included improve-
ments and updates to both golf course 
properties with perhaps a new golf 
course clubhouse. Some members of 
the Country Club envisioned a merging 
of the two golf course properties with 
a resulting 27 hole golf course, attract-
ing big name tournaments and adding 

prestige to the city, a boost to the tourist 
industry and enhancing the surround-
ing neighborhood.

Instead, the character of one of Fort 
Lauderdale’s most beautiful communi-
ties Coral Ridge is now threatened with 
irrevocable change. These changes will 
bring years and years of construction, 
dirt, noise, heavy equipment, trucks 
and loss of an executive golf course. If 
this amendment proposal is allowed to 
change our zoning, the outcome of this 
issue has far reaching and precedent 
setting effects on the future of Fort Lau-
derdale.

And we ask, “Has property devel-“Has property devel-
opment gotten totally out of control?”opment gotten totally out of control?”

Our golf courses will get a lot denser with yet another vast McMansionville and maybe condos and townhouses if developers Our golf courses will get a lot denser with yet another vast McMansionville and maybe condos and townhouses if developers 
can get zoning changed from “park” to “residential.”can get zoning changed from “park” to “residential.”
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WHY WE NEED TO 
KEEP OUR PUBLIC 

GOLF COURSE

           By Raymond Novak

An investment group has purchased 
the largest green-space remaining in the 

city of Fort Lauderdale: the Coral Ridge/
American golf complex. The property is 
presently zoned Park and Open Space. 
The group has filed an application to 
change the zoning of forty acres of this 
parkland so that it may build sixty-one 
homes thereon. The developers have 
promised to build a new clubhouse and 
spa for Coral Ridge Country Club.

Many of us in Coral Ridge believe 
that this development would be harm-
ful not only to Coral Ridge but to the 
greater Fort Lauderdale community as 
well for the following reasons:

First, green-space is a dwindling 
precious resource in our society. The 
Fort Lauderdale Comprehensive Plan 
calls for its protection.

Second, Fort Lauderdale lies within 
the migratory corridor. Twice yearly, this 
park is home to the American kestrel fal-
con, hawks, passerines, and other song-
birds. Resident species include black and 
turkey vultures, monk parakeets, and 
egrets, not to mention the reptilian life 
and an occasional fox.

Third, the developers’ plan calls for 
the elimination of Fort Lauderdale’s only 
public golf facility. For the past 47 years, 
thousands of families and visitors played 
golf on American, a modest three thou-
sand yard course designed by Robert 
Trent Jones. In 1991, Mr. Jones report-
ed that 65,000 rounds were played on 
American each year, whereas one half as 
many were played on the more exclu-
sive Coral Ridge. The latter was barely 
breaking even, but American was finan-
cially successful. It would be shameful 
to exclude the average family of Fort 
Lauderdale from its largest green-space 
in order to provide a new clubhouse 
to those citizens who are able to afford 
membership in the Country Club.

At a recent meeting of the Coral 
Ridge Homeowners Association many 

PLANTATION GOLF COURSE
SAVED FROM  DEVELOPMENT:
A WONDERFUL SUCCESS STORY

                                                By Steve Kelley 

Several years ago, developers bought the Plantation Golf Course for the pur-
pose of filling it in with housing and other commercial projects. Homeowners and 
city officials successfully resisted this project and the City of Plantation bought the 
property for their citizens as both a fine golf course and a stunning 1.5 mile linear 
park for all to use. It was beautifully redone and is now an exquisite asset of Planta-
tion. 

The city of Plantation nicely showed that it could be done. There are other ways 
to preserve and beautify our golf courses; they should be explored

Perhaps our elected officials should visit Plantation Preserve and see how a 
beautiful golf course could be kept for the public. Heck, it might even help if our 
elected representatives actually talked to Plantation and see how they did it.

To learn more about the Plantation Preserve visit http://www.plantation.org/
community/PlantationPrese/index.html

residents voiced concern about the 
congestion, which would be caused by 
140+ new vehicles in the southern end 
of Coral Ridge. The developer seemed 
amiable to compromise. 

Remember, however, if there is no 
development at all, there will be no con-
gestion or lengthy construction period. 
Part of the property is already zoned res-
idential and part commercial. Develop-
ment of these parcels alone would no 

doubt be very profitable without paving 
park space and excluding the average 
citizen therefrom.

What is going on here is happening 
along the entire East Coast. The farms 
have been developed and now the de-
velopers are eyeing the golf courses. 
Many municipalities have successfully 
resisted development. Plantation, just 
to our west, is a case in point.

Counsel for the developers points 
out that these gentlemen own the 
property in question. That is correct, 
but they own it subject to lawful condi-
tion. Just as those of you who own a 
house in a single-family residential zone 
cannot build a gas station on your prop-
erty, so the owner of land zoned as Park 
and Open Space cannot build homes 
thereon.

For these reasons we pray that 
thoughtful and caring citizens of Fort 
Lauderdale will oppose the developers’ 
application to re-zone this precious park 
and open space. Loss of green space is 
not an event; it’s a process. It happens 
one acre at a time.

If you would like to advocate for 
keeping this space green and/or pre-
serving public golf in Fort Lauderdale 
contact me at raynovak@comcast.net.

Ultimately, our elected officials will 
have to vote to change the zoning from 
Park to residential/commercial. Vice 
Mayor Teel is the City Commissioner 
for Coral Ridge and can be contacted 
at (954) 828-5004 or cteel@fortlauder-
dale.gov. 

Mayor Jim Naugle  can be reached 
at (954) 828-5004 or mayorjames@aol.
com.   
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RESTAURANT REVIEW

Stork’s on Las Olas 
delivers

         by Rob Lowenberg

My mornings used to begin with 
a frustrating wait for a parking spot at 
the on-every-corner coffee place.  If that 
sounds like your routine, there’s an al-
ternative.  

Tucked just steps off of Las Olas in 
the Villagio complex at the Himmarshee 
canal bridge, Stork’s Café and Bakery 
offers a serene option to those hectic 
coffee places.  My inner voice of selfish-

ness keeps saying “don’t tell anyone.”  I 
mean, what a find - a place where I’ve 
never had to wait for parking or service 
and has great coffee. 

And what’s a cup of coffee without 
pastry?  Stork’s is a real bakery, every-
thing made fresh daily, from scratch.   
Buttery croissants, muffins, scones, 
hand rolled Danish pastries, coffee-
cakes, and (my favorite) their signature 
lemon blueberry biscuit.  I can’t do jus-
tice with words to what they do with 
butter, flour, sugar, fruit, and an oven.  
On tight-budget days, grab something 
out of the day-old basket for $1., I really 
can’t tell the difference.  

The pies are the best in town.  Well, 
the best from a bakery.  I don’t want to 
insult anyone lucky enough to have a 
great aunt who rolls out pie crust from 
scratch, picks berries, stews fruit, bakes 
it up with love and sets it on the win-
dow sill to cool on a fresh spring after-
noon, then wipes her hands on a check-

ered apron before churning up some 
whipped cream to go with it.  Because 
that’s what their pies taste like.

I gave Stork pies to my friends and 
family during holiday visits, appropriate-
ly presentable in real pie tins, not flimsy 
foil.  The Storkberry pie, full of blueber-
ries, cherries, strawberries, raspberries 
and blackberries, impressed a friend who 
was Pastry Chef at the venerable Tavern 
on the Green in New York.  If that’s not 
enough of an accolade, Stork’s was vot-
ed the best bakery in Broward.  

I gain a few pounds in the fall be-
cause I can go through one of Stork’s 
rhubarb pies every week or so.  It’s easy 
to justify since rhubarb is a vegetable, 
the strawberries and crust just round 

out the nutritional pyramid.  
It’s the perfect meal.

The cakes are just as spec-
tacular.  A carrot cake-connois-
seur friend thought Stork’s 
version with toasted pecans 
borders on Utopia, but I re-
ally wasn’t paying attention 
to her because my face was 
in a piece of layered chocolate 
fudge cake that was perfectly 
moist and impossibly rich.  If 
you’re a cheesecake fanatic, 
they bake dizzying flavors like 
blackberry butterscotch (the 
same flavor couple as their 
most popular muffin), pista-
chio white chocolate, and 
Kahlua marble.   

Stork’s isn’t just for cof-
fee and sweet things.  Sand-
wiches, wraps, salads and 
soups round out a complete 
café menu.  How about these 
soups for your bored palate:  

African Peanut Chicken, Guinness Beef 
Stew, Lemon Chicken & Okra, along 
with about 20 others - call for the soup 
of the day.  Fresh salads are just as cre-
ative.  The Loire Valley Chicken salad 
with crunchy green beans, roasted red 
potatoes tossed in olive oil and fresh 
lemon is a stand-out.

The original Stork’s is on NE 15th 
street in Wilton Manors.  The LO loca-
tion is a little quieter and maybe even a 
nicer outdoor seating area on the canal, 
but booth locations consistently offer 
the same quality fare.  Stork’s Las Olas 
location features Outdoor Cinema and 
Wine Tasting in conjunction with the 
Fort Lauderdale Film Festival every third 
Thursday of the month.  

1109 East Las Olas Blvd., open until 
9pm, 11pm on Fridays and Saturdays, 
enter free parking at the back of the 
building, phone (954) 522-4670, www.
StorksCafe.com

IT’S ALL ABOUT YOU

              by Jon Albee

The fact that you’re reading this 
first issue of the 
Fort Lauderdale 
City News is a 
statement about 
you and the guy 
who’s taking the 
risk of publish-
ing this rag.  It 
says to me that 
you’re interested 
in new ideas, tak-

ing a fresh look at the printed word and 
perhaps considering a different way of 
looking at things.     

In this space I’ll be taking a look at 
many different ideas and ways of ap-
proaching the emerging challenges that 
we have in this City.  I’ll be writing about 
the changing role families can play in 
providing quality housing for senior or 
handicapped family members.  

Of course there will be a few obser-
vations and opinions regarding our city.   
And there will be some fun stuff too … 
like why a good pulled pork sandwich 
can’t be found in our fair town.  So, take 
a few minutes … read and enjoy. 

Had lunch with a neighbor friend 
the other day.  Over Seafood Salad he 
waxed on about the outstanding qual-
ity and workmanship of his new emer-
gency generator.  Now this neighbor is 
no lightweight when it comes to solv-
ing problems.  He had TECO run a nat-
ural gas line from nearly a block away.  
A well known electrical contractor was 
engaged and a generator purchased.  
Anticipation ran high as all of the pieces 
of the “stand by power” puzzle came 
together.  But wait!  The biggest chal-
lenge remained.  Really, it was more 
than a challenge … it was a hurdle 
immediately followed by a mine field.  
What could possibly be more challeng-
ing than dealing with a big time public 
utility and a very heavy weight electri-
cal contractor? Surprise of surprise the 
smooth flowing process ran afoul of … 
the Building Department.    

Well, in any permitting effort there 
will be a need for an application, notice 
of commencement, surveys and other 
paper work.  After all here’s a taxpayer 
applying for approval to install an im-
portant piece of emergency equipment 
and there needs to be a process.  But 
how hard can this be?  I would think 
that the requirements would be simple, 
easily understood and most important-
ly consistent.  After supplying a wad of 
paperwork, surviving changes in the 
rules and changing requirements in the 
building department a permit was finally 
issued.  OK, I’m thinking … what’s the 

big deal, a week here, a week there … 
how long could this take?  Well, guess 
what?  Three and a half months.  Seems 
like way to long.  

This had to be an isolated incident.  
Right?  Wrong!  Another good friend of 
mine was proceeding along the same 
lines.  Now this guy is an electrical con-
tractor.  He’s a licensed professional 
who certainly understands the ropes.  
He’s contended with numerous build-
ing departments through out South 
Florida for many years.  

How goes the process?  Guess 
what? … the City required a compac-
tion test for the generator slab.  Now, 
this test had to be conducted, written-
up, signed and sealed by a licensed en-
gineer.  Go figure.  

Here’s the example my electrician 
friend gave to me.  Fifty year old house, 
weighs probably fifty tons.  Structure is 
sound, the foundations are in excellent 
condition and there are no signs of set-
tling.  Generator weighs maybe fifteen 
hundred pounds, sitting next to a fifty 
ton structure that has never moved.  
Why a compaction test?    

There are many more stories like this.  
It’s easy to poke fun at a department in 
need of help.  However, it’s difficult to 
understand why it takes so long to get a 
permit.  Why does a citizen need to take 
a folding chair, to sit upon, while wait-
ing in line at the building department?

 Here’s what I suggest be done.  All 
storm related permit applications should 
be expedited.  Such things as impact 
windows, shutters, re-roofs, larger roof 
repairs, garage doors, and generators 
should be on this “get it done now” list. 
The backlog of these types of permits 
should be identified and moved to the 
head of the line.   Necessary personnel 
should be either hired or retained for the 
purpose of making this happen.  I think 
this should happen now. It’s my opin-
ion that the City Commission should 
require, perhaps demand, that city ad-
ministration act immediately.  The storm 
is coming.      

Now about that pulled pork sand-
wich.  You know there is just something 
special about the smell of hickory smoke 
in the morning.  That smell lets me know 
that some pit-master has spent the night 
hand tending a low burning fire.  It also 
tells a story that journeys back genera-
tions, to a time and place where things 
were just slower.  It reminds me of pep-
pers in the garden, eggs and sausage 
the pan, family and a sense of being.    

Know where there’s a good pulled 
port sandwich?  Let me know. 

Smoke On.  
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You are invited . . . 

To be a part of  
the new 

Fort Lauderdale  
city news 

A city-wide publication  
for us and by us 

Your articles about the  
important issues facing  

fort lauderdale are welcome. 

Your neighborhood and organizational 
news items, announcements, letters to 

the editor and pictures are also invited. 

To discuss article ideas and possibilities 
please call Steve Kelley at (954) 564-1308
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“When smart people refuse 
to engage in politics they are 

punished by being governed by 
those who are dumber.”

  Plato
Chapter 1

Meet Fort Lauderdale
 

I stood there with the baseball bat 
feeling kind of goofy. The motel burglar 
was staring me down in the most omi-
nous way. He was a Latin male, tall son-
of-a-gun, and though slight of build, 
he had a giant afro hairdo that made 
him seem all the more menacing. “Get 
out of my way,” he said, as he held the 
motel rooms valuables in his arms. “Just 
try and get through me,” I replied. Just 
moments earlier a friend of the motels 
owner had seen him break into the 
room and rushed into the motel’s office 
with instructions for me to “hold him” 
while he got the cops. Hold him! How 
was I going to “hold him?” I had no 
training in holding burglars. This wasn’t 
in my job description. I looked around 
and grabbed the bat that I kept behind 
the counter (for my own safety) and 
flew over to the door of room number 
8. What the hell was I doing, I asked 
myself.

The events of the last few months 
flew through my brain. I had come 
here to Fort Lauderdale after four years 
of a lack-luster college effort and had 
planned to be a professional wanderer. 
The only personal direction I seemed 

to be able to muster was SOUTH! I de-
cided to take off for Florida on more or 
less a whim on January 3rd 1979. I had 
to pour hot water on my old Toyota 

Corolla door locks just to get started! 
I wasn’t sad to be leaving. I had spent 
four years at Towson State University 
in Towson, Maryland, where I had ma-
jored in  bowling (or so it seemed). I had 
nearly gotten a bachelor’s degree but 
that would have taken an additional six 
months of college, and I  managed to 
land a job selling backgammon boards 
and pool cues. I guess it’s fair to say that 
I was floundering. I had set off with my 
$300 net worth and figured I’d worry 
about money as I went along. I had 
been in Fort Lauderdale for just about 
two months. I was working as a waiter 
at the oldest hotel on the beach, the Fort 
Lauderdale Beach Hotel, that somehow 
had managed to maintain a formal din-
ing room on a beachfront that had be-
come increasingly seedy. 

Only three weeks ago, a knock had 

come on the door of my Fort Lauder-
dale beach motel room that I had been 
renting for $50 a week. The motel fit 
the realtor motto of location, location, 

location, but was a bit rough. Actually, 
the motel was a step up from scummy, 
but definitely a few flights down from 
acceptable. The furniture motif was 
chipped veneer, and the bedclothes 
were clean but mismatched. The kind of 
place that you could tell your Mom was 
not too bad, but you’d certainly never 
let her stay there! You probably wouldn’t 
even let her visit! A distinguished man, 
looking out of place in his silk suit, stood 
there eyeing me. “I understand you are 
college educated” was his first line. I 
wondered what this was all about and 
said nothing.“ I am the owner of this 
motel and they’ve just hauled away my 
manager on a heroin rap.” I guess he 
noticed that there was no discernible 
shock on my face. The motel manager 
had concerned me from the get-go. 
First off, his name was Buzzy. He was a 

greasy sort of fellow, extra large in size, 
and always had some other scary fellows 
hanging around in the office with him. 
Buzzy and his friends alone probably 
kept the local tattoo store in business for 
months. I stood there in my doorway, 
silent and wondering about his motive 
for knocking on my door. “I need to go 
back to Chicago in the morning and I 
don’t have anyone to run this joint” he 
added. I wondered why he was shar-
ing all this personal information with 
me until he added, “want the job?” and 
he was finished. I couldn’t believe my 
ears. I had studied business in college 
and after all, this was business, but how 
strange. I told him I had no background 
in the motel business. I was  flattered 
and intrigued but doubted if I was up to 
the challenge. 

And even if I thought I could handle 
it, did I really want to work that hard 
in this tropical paradise? What would 
become of my plans to professionally 
wander? I pictured myself schlepping 
the mismatched linens to the laundry 
all day and screwing up my life of lei-
sure. He must have seen the reticence in 
my eyes. “It’s easy to run this place,” he 
said. “Take this box of keys,” he said as 
he shoved a ratty looking shoebox to-
ward me. “My address in Chicago is in 
the box. Rent the rooms, pay the maid 
and any other bills you get, pay your-
self a fair salary and send me the differ-
ence.” I’m sure it was the “pay yourself 
a fair salary” line that sealed the deal.  In 
a nanosecond he was gone, and I was 
Manager Tim! Paying myself a fair salary! 
I’ll never forget the disbelief I felt stand-
ing there on my room’s landing after 
securing a motel manager job that easy. 
This Fort Lauderdale is a wild and crazy 
city, I remember thinking. 

But back to the burglar. My heart 
was pumping and if he had made a 
leap at me, I might have fainted. I puffed 
my chest up and stood on my tiptoes 
the way you are supposed to when a 
bear is attacking and grabbed the bat 
as tight as I could. I’m no wilting flower, 
as a matter of fact I’m pretty tough, but 
at that moment my arms felt like jelly 
and I probably would have swung like 
a girl if I had to swing it at all! It seemed 
like we stood there in a mortal combat 
stare-down forever. Finally I heard the 
sound that I would come to get used 
to through the next twenty-five years 
of civic activism, cops in their full battle 
regalia, charging to the rescue. They 
hooked up the burglar (that’s cop talk 
for handcuff and arrest) and dragged 
him off as he muttered that he would 
come back to get me, blah blah blah 
– blah blah blah! I went back to the 

I LED TWO LIVES - a book by Commissioner Tim Smith
My Life as a City Commissioner and Private Citizen

I Was Robbed, Mugged, 
Blackmailed and 

Ignored, So I Ran For 
Public Office, got Elected 

And Made a 
Difference

AN INTRIGUING TALE 
FROM A FORMER FORT 

LAUDERDALE 
CITY COMMISSIONER

EDITOR’S NOTE:
Tim Smith was a beloved District 

2 Fort Lauderdale City Commissioner 
from 1996 to 2003. Smith wrote this 
book after he left office to tell his story 
about what it was actually like to be a 
City Commissioner.

His book, Politics 101, will be pub-
lished here in serial form, one chap-
ter per month, over the next thirteen 
months.

Continued on page 17
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office to retire the bat and see if there 
were any guests waiting. I was feeling 
kind of proud of myself. I sat back and 
poured myself a cold one and propped 
my feet up on the dingy furniture. I just 
might stay in this funny city, I remember 

thinking!
Years later, in my campaign litera-

ture for my first (and successful) run for 
City Commissioner, I would use the Po-
lice Chief Commendation for my brav-
ery that I had received a few months 
after the burglar was arrested. My top 
contender, Tom Gustafson, a former 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
in the State of Florida, criticized me for 
including Chief Leo Callahan’s commen-
dation. Chief Callahan had died some 
years  before. Tom spun the story as 
though I was claiming an endorsement 
by the then deceased Callahan. (As I tell 
my story, you’ll learn much more about 
what must be the meanest  business 
of them all, politics). A columnist, not 
known for his in- depth investigative 
stories, reported Gustafson’s complaint, 
something like  “Gustafson blasts Smith 
for using endorsement of dead Police 
Chief.” 

Well, he wasn’t dead when he gave 
it to me! But that is politics!

I thought about that experience 
with the burglar for quite a while. It had 
shaken me a bit, but made me tougher. 
I was seeing the underbelly of this tropi-
cal paradise and I didn’t much like that 
part. I began to wonder if all was right 
in this town. I grew up in a safe, quiet, 
suburban neighborhood just outside of 

Washington D.C.. My childhood, spent 
under the watchful eyes of Mom and 
Dad with my two older brothers and 
little sister, was perfect. If we’d had  a 
white picket fence and a neighbor 
named Eddie Haskell, I might be calling 
this book, “The Beave goes to Fort Lau-
derdale!”  

The worst thing to ever happen to 
me growing up was when I got caught 
with a quart of Schlitz and the sheriffs’ 
daughter outside of the teen club at 
Surrattsville Junior High School. Need-
less to say, there was no commendation 
coming from that Sheriff! Other than 
that, we didn’t have any crime in our 
town that I could remember. The towns’ 
only claim to fame was that John Wil-
kes Booth had run there after he killed 
Abraham Lincoln, and that was certainly 
a crime, but that was in 1863!

Anyhow, to move on, I would soon 
lose that wonderful motel job, and its 
associated gravy train. So far it’s the only 
time that anyone has ever given me a 

job and told me to “pay myself a fair sal-
ary,” but I’m still looking! A new owner 
would soon buy the fleabag motel and 
give me the boot. I’d end up having to 
pack up the Toyota and head inland, but 
I never forgot that insane year I spent on 
the Fort Lauderdale Beach.

I’ve done a lot of reflecting on the 
condition of the Fort Lauderdale beach 
back in the late seventies. It wasn’t a 
pretty sight then. The city had made a 
tactical error in allowing what would 
become the world’s largest spring break 
destination to develop. Every spring, 
when the colleges and universities 
would break for a mid-semester hiatus, 
hundreds of thousands of kids would 
descend on Fort Lauderdale and wreak 
total havoc on the beach.  A friend of 
mine that owned a motel on the beach 
called me one morning crying after he 
woke up to find his washers and dryers 
on the bottom of the pool. 

But the problems weren’t restricted 
to the spring break months. The mainte-
nance man at the hotel across the street 
from my wonderful job as a dingy mo-
tel manager had actually been gunned 
down just a block away on the infamous 
“strip.”  A 400- pound man they called 
“Tiny” did it. The maintenance man 
had confronted Tiny for selling dope in 
front of one of the businesses there that 
would be later caught up in an accusa-
tion of major drug money laundering, 
or some such thing. Runaway kids were 
everywhere selling themselves just to 
survive. The closest thing to worthwhile 
shopping, and one of the few bright 
spots was the Cunningham Drug store 
that had a nice little lunch counter. T-
Shirt shops were everywhere and the 
fleabag motels were already overdue 
for demolition, including the one I was 
managing. 

Years later, I would become the 
Commissioner for that beach (or “bar-
rier island” as the locals would be call-
ing it by then). I would often ask the 
residents if they thought the beach area 
had gotten better than it had been in 
the past. Many were new residents that 
hadn’t known the beach back then. But 
the folks that have been around awhile 
were delighted at the transformation 
from the days of the runaways and 
blight. 

It was time to move on, and I began 
to explore the rest of Fort Lauderdale. I 
rented a small house off Davie Boulevard 
and began looking for more wonderful 
opportunities. This Fort Lauderdale was 
becoming my Shangri-La! I was begin-
ning to feel at home here. I would start 
a small plant rental business that would 
eventually grow into a good livelihood. 
Being self-employed was the only way 
I would later be able to devote all the 
hours demanded of a public servant. 
You’ll find, if you’re lucky enough to be 
elected, that the description of a public 
servant’s job being part-time only ap-
plies to the salary. 

Anyhow, at the same time I was de-
veloping the plant business during the 
day, I started a new job waiting tables 
in the evening. I got a job with the Mar-
riott Corporation and was assigned to 
a cool looking place called the “Kona 
Kai.” It was a fun Mai Kai knock-off that 
boasted Polynesian food as well as all 
the fire play, drum beating and dragon 
dancing you could take. I was enjoying 
Fort Lauderdale and my father’s bet that 
I would be home in a few weeks just 
wasn’t going to pan out. My initial (and 
now verified) feelings that I was no lon-
ger “in Kansas anymore Dorothy” were 
strengthened one balmy night as I sat 
on my new porch, off Davie Boulevard, 
strumming my guitar. I saw a very old, 
old-timer, creep up the street toward 
me. It was apparent that he was watch-
ing me play. He approached and told 
me that he was the former jazz great 
saxophonist Charlie Ventura! I had nev-
er heard of him, but he looked like he 
could have been a jazz great. I remem-
ber his jowls were enormous. Squirrels 
would have been envious. And when 
he got stoked up playing his sax, you 
were afraid of a jowl explosion! But the 
strangest part about him as he walked 
up my street was that he was puffing on 
a big, thick Jamaican style joint (the big 
fat ones that look like a cigar), the whole 
time! For sure he was the oldest pot 
smoker I had ever seen! He shuffled on 
home and brought back his saxophone 
and we jammed for hours. 

I called my mom the next day and 
told her about my jam   session with 
Charlie Ventura and she was thrilled. 
Mom had surely heard of him. She has 
always been involved with some music 
association or another and had been a 
fan of Ventura for years. I told Mom all 
about the  music we played late into the 
night. I left out the part about the Ja-
maican joint.

It was there off Davie Boulevard that 
I met my lifetime soul-mate, Cindy. She is 
just the most incredible woman there is. 
My wife and I have been together now 
for 24 years and I had intended on tell-
ing you how we met. She has instruct-
ed me that if I include the steamy part 
about our meeting on another balmy 
unforgettable night in this  wonderful 
town, that we wouldn’t reach 25 years! 
So I think I’ll just leave out the whole 
story and just say that Cindy has been 
right there beside me through all the 
wonderful, exhilarating, fun, scary, and 
rewarding times in our lives here. 

I was going to say that it’s almost 
like the “Bill and Hillary” team ap-
proach to office holding, but I’d anger 
the Republicans. And if I  relate it to the 
“George and Lurleen Wallace concept 
I’d probably lose the rest! (For those of 
you 20-somethings, see your history 
books under the heading the “1960’s 
and 1970’s”.) Tim Smith’s book is for 
sale for $17. Call (954) 564-1308 to or-
der your copy.

Continued from page 16
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Calendar
ALZHEIMER’S “HOPE AND 

TOMORROW” DINNER

The Fort Lauderdale Chapter of the 
Alzheimer’s Women’s Association for 
Resource and education will be held 
at the Riverside Hotel, Fort Lauderdale 
on Thursday, November 30 from 6:00 
PM until 9:30 PM33333. Donation, 
$75.00.

A local doctor and authority on the 
disease will be the speaker.

The mission of A.W.A.R.E (Alzheim-
er’s Women’s Association for Resources 
and Education) provides money, and as-
sistance, to the S.E. Florida Alzheimer’s 
association Chapter to side in answering 
the daily needs of family’s and victims 
struggling with Alzheimer’s  Disease(AD) 
and to provide resources and assist in 
educating the public of it’s far reaching 
effects.

The short term goals of the local 
branch is to provide “Day Care Grants” 
provide” The Safe Return program” and 
“The Quick reference Guide“

For reservations to the event or for 
joining the local chapter call Patti Kear-
son 954-563-2214 or Mary Belle Cordell 
954-772-9647.   

HALLOWEEN 
EVENTS

Seven Isles holds a great neighbor-
hood Parade every Halloween. Hun-
dreds of kids, and parents, dress up 
in their scariest costumes and parade 
through the neighborhood accompa-
nied by a full-size high school marching 
band, antique fire engine and assorted 
kid powered vehicles. 

At the end of the parade, pizza,  
snacks and drinks are served to all.

 

This is one of the best neighborhood 
events in Fort Lauderdale. For more in-
formation, call (954) 522-8646.

Harbor Beach
The Harbour Inlet Association will 

host its annual  Halloween Party on 
Sunday, October 29, 2006 from 4:00 
p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at the St. Sebastian 
Church  Social Hall.  This is a neighbor-
hood tradition and a great way to wind 
down (or up) your trick or treating fes-
tivities.  

The event will be complete with 
Halloween decorations, a hay stack, and 

Rediscover Las Olas Boulevard 
at a home and garden event 

like no other!  
The Las Olas Home & Garden 

Show is not your 
‘garden variety’ type expo…

AMI Events, is currently producing 
the Las Olas Home & Garden Show that 
brings the home and garden format to a 
festive outdoor venue.  The event takes 
place Saturday & Sunday, November 4th 
& 5th, 2006, along Las Olas Blvd, be-
tween SE 6th & SE 11th Avenues.  Ad-
mission is free. 

This unique experience is designed 
for homeowners and renters in all 
stages of remodeling, landscaping and 
decorating. With a combination of mer-
chandise and expert advice, the Las Olas 
Home & Garden Show provides an op-
portunity to learn valuable techniques, 
view and purchase new products and 
improve the look and overall value of 
your home.

Las Olas is known for its high-end 
boutique shops and dining establish-
ments.  Its location is central to the mil-
lion dollar homes of the Las Olas Isles, as 
well as the affluent surrounding neigh-
borhoods of Victoria Park, Colee Ham-
mock and Rio Vista. 

The show will take on its surround-
ings with live music, entertainment and 
an array of stage presentations and 
hands-on demonstrations. For informa-
tion about exhibiting at or attending 
the show, please contact AMI Events at 
954-563-0714 or visit the event website 
at: http://www.lasolashomeshow.com .

Bonnet House New Volunteer 
Orientation

Iced Tea on the Veranda
Sunday, October 8 at 4pm

For those who have already committed 
to being a volunteer and those that are 
on the fence. Come and share the quiet 
elegance of Old Fort Lauderdale with fel-
low volunteers. Bonnet House Museum 
& Gardens is hosting a New Volunteer 
Orientation on its breathtaking veranda 
Sunday, October 8th.  Iced tea, cookies 
and lemonade will be served beginning 
at 4pm.  You can sip your tea and watch 
our family of swans swim by as current 
volunteers give you a brief description 
of the joys of being a part of the Bonnet 

House volunteer group.
 You can share your love of art, ar-

chitecture, history or the natural envi-
ronment with our visitors. Our volun-
teers enjoy assisting with guided tours, 
welcoming our visitors, conducting 
tours of the Nature Trail as well as assist-
ing with weddings, special events and 
clerical work.

The artistry of the home and tran-
quility of its thirty-five acre estate are 
unique in this urban setting of Fort Lau-
derdale Beach and a pleasure to visit.  

Please RSVP with Linda Schaller
Tel: 954-563-5393 ext. 137
Email education@bonnethouse.
org

Bonnet House Museum & Gardens 
is located at 900 North Birch Road in 
Fort Lauderdale and is open for tours 
Tuesday to Saturday from 10:00am to 
4:00pm, Sundays from 12:00pm to 
4:00pm and is closed for the month of 
September.

For more information, visit our web-
site, www.bonnethouse.org, or call

954-563-5393 x. 127.

AN ADULT HALLOWEEN IN 
STRANAHAN PARK

Looking for something exciting to 
do this Halloween?  Join the City of Fort 
Lauderdale for Nightmare in the Park on 
Tuesday October 31, from 6:00 p.m. - 
11:00 p.m.  The event will take place in 
Stranahan Park, which is located on the 
corner of Andrews Avenue and Broward 
Boulevard in Fort Lauderdale.

The City of Fort Lauderdale Parks 
& Recreation Department is working 
with By The Way, Inc. to produce a fan-
tastic Halloween event for adults.  The 
event will feature several local bands, 
a haunted house, haunted forest, cos-
tume contests, prizes and vendors.  For 
more information call the Parks and Rec-
reation Special Events Hotline at 954-
828-6686.

Enjoy the holiday season in 
historic Fort Lauderdale

Celebrate the holidays with a tour 
of historic Fort Lauderdale.  Costumed 
guides will lead Holiday Candlelight 
Tours of the city’s historic district on 
November 28, December 5, 12 and 19.  
Tours will begin at the Fort Lauderdale 
Historical Society’s New River Inn/Mu-
seum of History at 5:30 pm, 6:15 pm 
and 7:00 pm.  

Visitors will get the opportunity to 
learn about the history of Fort Lauder-
dale’s first residential neighborhood and 
about the pioneer King and Bryan fami-
lies.  In addition to the walking tours, 
visitors will be able to view the interiors 
of the historic King-Cromartie House, 
our fully furnished 1907 house muse-
um, and the New River Inn/Museum of 
History.  Tours are $12 per person.  For 
more information or to make a reserva-
tion, please call Ruth McShane at 954-
463-4431, extension 10.                      

the ever popular Harbour Inlet “FEAR 
FACTOR” games.  

Wilton Manors

Wilton Manors hosts one of the fin-
est and biggest children’s halloween 
events in south Florida.

This free community event will be held 
Friday, October 27th, 2005 at the Wil-
ton Manors Elementary School, 2401 
NE 3rd Avenue, from 6:00-9:00 pm. 
This year’s event will feature the “Great 
Pumpkin”, Cos-
tume Contest, 
food, games 
and much 
more! Don’t 
miss the fun. 
For more infor-
mation please 
call the Wilton 
Manors leisure 
Services Depart-
ment at (954) 
390-2130.
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Downtown Developments…
                  
                By Kevin Lane

“First a man creates a vision… and 
then the vision creates the man… for 
every man grows to be that which he 
loves.”  

That success maxim, from my ‘men-
tor’ Elmer G. Leterman; came to mind 
when I was sitting down to write my 
first column for Steve Kelley’s new 
newspaper.  As a regular contributor to 
a host of Steve’s popular newsletters, 
I’ve heard Steve talk about his ‘vision’ 
of creating a new city-wide newspaper 
that would serve a ‘special niche’ and 
dedicated to those who live and work 
in Fort Lauderdale.  

Reading this first issue is proof posi-
tive of the power of a dream… and the 
action necessary to make that dream 
come true.

With so much going on in and 
around downtown Fort Lauderdale, 
we thought we’d bring you some high-
lights of things that have happened… 
and things that will be happening.  

Alternative Legal Unveils 
New Luxury Loft…

We recently attended a ‘South 
Beach’ style party at Alternative Legal, 
a leading Litigation Reproduction Docu-
ment Management Company in down-
town Fort Lauderdale.  The purpose was 
to introduce their newly completed 2nd 
floor ‘Luxury Loft’ space for the comfort 
of their clients while they review their 
documents.  The staff pulled out all the 
stops with a hot DJ, a mirrored ball 
revolving from the ceiling, exotic hors 
d’oeuvres and a full bar!  

“We were thrilled that so many of 
our clients attended and that they all 
had a great time,” Janice Danziger, Pres-
ident/CEO of the company noted.  

Established in 1994, Alternative Le-
gal is a Litigation Reproduction Docu-
ment Management Company that has 
established “… the best reputation in 
our industry in South Florida,” accord-
ing to Ms. Danziger.  The loft consists 
of over 1,200 square feet and boasts a 
large conference table with adjustable 
overhead halogen lights, state-of-the-

art 24 hour video monitoring system, 
secure wireless internet connection and 
a 42” Plasma T.V. with DVD/VCR (mul-
timedia center).  The company is con-
veniently located at 1143 N.E. 7th Av-
enue.

“Our clients can get their documents 
copied, printed or scanned downstairs, 
24/7 on the latest state-of-the-art tech-
nology and equipment while they are 
reviewing the documents in our loft 
upstairs,” Ray Sinelli, Sales Manager of 
AL noted.  There’s never a ‘rush charge’ 
and the company also offers free pick-
up and delivery.   For more information 
visit their website at www.alternativele-
gal.net or call (954) 523-1852.

T.A.N. – The Art of Network-
ing Comes To Riverwalk

 
Most savvy business people know 

that ‘networking’ is perhaps the least 
expensive, most effective way to meet 
new people and build their business.  
We recently attended a new national 
networking organization that has come 
to Ft. Lauderdale… actually… to River-
walk.  

It was perhaps the most enjoyable 
networking event we’ve been to!  In-
stead of people just standing around 
not meeting anyone new… the format 
is for people to sit at high-top tables 
and each person gets a number and has 
two minutes to give a quick overview of 
who they are and what they do.  Then, 
the hostess has everyone move to a dif-
ferent table, with all the 2’s and 4’s at 
one table… the 1’s and 3’s at another… 
get the picture.  This goes on until ev-
eryone actually gets acquainted with 
everyone else!  It was magical, fun and 
very productive in generating new busi-
ness leads.  And it’s FREE and open to 
the public!!

The next meeting of T.A.N. (The Art 
of Networking) is Tuesday, October 3rd  
at River House Restaurant, at 301 S.W. 
3rd Avenue… and the first Tuesday of 
every month. According to Beverly 
D’Amico, networking is about about 
building relationships; and it is through 
that process that you will accomplish 
your ultimate goal: selling your prod-
ucts and/or services.  

The organization has their own web 
radio and t.v. show, a business directory 
that will soon be a Video Business Di-
rectory, an Educational and Networking 
Resource that is free and much more.  In 
fact, anyone can go to the TAN website 
and put a listing of your business for 
FREE!  

For more information, call 954-
612-1271 or take a look at http://www.
TheArtofNetworking.com.

Digging For History at 
New River Inn/Museum of 
History

The intersection of history and ar-
chaeology is ubiquitous in Florida; while 
many recognize St. Augustine’s signifi-
cant past, few know about what is right 
here in South Florida. 

Here’s a chance to learn about our 
history on Tuesday, October 17th at 
7:00 p.m., when Peter Ferdinando, Cu-
rator of Anthropology, Palm Beach Mu-
seum of Natural History, gives a talk on 
“Digging for History:  Historical Archae-
ology in South Florida.”  Mr. Ferdinan-
do’s lecture will coincide with an exhi-
bition of materials from the 1996-1997 
archaeological excavation of the site of 
the second Stranahan Trading Post on 
view at the Historical Society’s New Riv-
er Inn/Museum of History, co-organized 
by the Society and the Palm Beach Mu-
seum of Natural History. Included in the 
installation are recovered artifacts, his-
torical photos and related trading post 
material.  Admission: $5.00 (members 
free)    

The Fort Lauderdale Historical So-
ciety makes the history of Greater Fort 
Lauderdale come alive and preserves 
it for the enjoyment, education and 
enrichment of future generations.  For 
reservations please contact the Fort 
Lauderdale Historical Society at (954) 
463-4431 ext. 10.

Gold Coast Jazz Society 
Presents Legendary Jazz 
Drummer, Chico Hamilton

Legendary jazz drummer, Chico 
Hamilton, will be the featured artist on 
October 11, 2006, the opening con-
cert of the Gold Coast Jazz Society’s 
2006-2007 season.  A recipient of the 
nation’s highest honor in jazz, the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts Jazz 
Masters Award, 85 year old Hamilton 
has been a vital force on the jazz scene 
for over fifty years and has worked in an 
extraordinarily wide variety of contexts- 
from backing singers to playing in big 
bands to leading his own innovative 
ensembles.   

The concert will take place at the 
Amaturo Theater of the Broward Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts, 201 SW 5th 
Avenue beginning at 7:45 p.m.  Single 
tickets are $30, $35 and $40 and are 
on sale through the Broward Center’s 
AutoNation Box Office at 954-462-0222 
or online at www.goldcoastjazz.org or 
www.browardcenter.org.  A pre-con-
cert Jazz Riff jazz talk will be given by 
WLVE FM radio personality Stu Grant at 
7:00pm in the Amaturo Theater before 

the show.   

Chabad of Downtown Fort 
Lauderdale

Announces High Holiday Schedule 
– Services at Leiser Center

The Chabad of Downtown Fort 
Lauderdale, at 713 S.E. 7th Street, re-
cently announced their High Holiday 
Schedule.  

Rosh Hashana starts on Friday, Sep-
tember with the 7:00 p.m. Evening Ser-
vice. Saturday, September 23rd; 10:00 
a.m. Morning Services & 7:00 p.m. Eve-
ning Service.  Sunday, September 24th; 
10:00 a.m. Morning Services & 11:30 
a.m. hear the Shofar.

Yom Kippur, Sunday, October 1st, 
7:00 p.m. Kol Nidrei Evening Service, 
Monday, October 2nd, 10:00 a.m. 
Morning Service.  11:30 a.m. Yizkor Me-
morial Service, 6:30 p.m. Neilah Service.  
7:41 Break Fast (everyone welcome).  
$100 per seat… Services this year are 
taking place at the Josephine Leiser 
Opera Center, 221 S.W. 3rd Avenue.  
To reserve call (954) 667-8000 or e-
mail devorahla@aol.com or visit www.
chabadtc.com.

“Art For The Heart” Exhibit at 
Carroll’s Jewelers To Benefit 
Ronald McDonald House of 
Fort Lauderdale

Carroll’s Jewelers will host a cocktail 
reception celebrating “Art for the Heart” 
exhibit by international artist Jeannette 
Ulrich on Thursday, October 19th at 
their landmark store 
at 915 East Las 
Olas.  

The event runs 
from 6:00 to 8:00 
p.m. with a $10.00 
donation includes 
cocktails and hors’d 
oeuvres.  Ulrich is a true friend of the 
Ronald McDonald House as one of her 
pieces can be enjoyed at the family room 
of the House.  Her style is figurative and 
reflects realistic changes. 

An American citizen born in Chile, 
former New Yorker and world traveler, 
Ms. Ulrich maintains studios in Fort Lau-
derdale, Miami and New York. A portion 
of the proceeds from the event and sale 
of artwork to benefit The Ronald Mc-
Donald House of Fort Lauderdale.  

For over sixty years Carroll’s Jewel-
ers has been an icon in South Florida. 
Truly the finest and most complete Jew-
elry store, Carroll’s carries an extensive 
selection of jewelry, crystal, china, and 
sterling silver.  

For information call Soraya Rivera-
Moya at (954) 828-1822, ext. 8942.

Kevin invites your comments and 
can be reached at (954) 467-2624.

Kevin’s KornerKevin’s Korner
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Politics Et CeteraPolitics Et Cetera
           by Steve Kelley

Former District 2 City Commissioner 
Tim Smith is considering a run for May-
or of Fort Lauderdale in 2009 when the 
seat is open due to term limits. Smith 
ran the strongest campaign of all of 
Naugle’s opponents during Naugle’s 24 
lackluster years in office.

Commissioner Jim Scott

As a principal in one of the poten-
tially largest development projects in de-
cades in Fort Lauderdale, County Com-
missioner Jim Scott is tight-lipped about 
his involvement in this huge 210 acre 
project set for the American Golf Course 
and the Coral Ridge Country Club Es-
tates Golf Course. Since the project is in 
his district and he’s involved, I’ve asked 
him to comment on his involvement 
and got brushed off. 

He admits his ownership is substan-
tial enough to tell all he would recuse 
himself from voting on a necessary Park-
to-residential zoning change. There’s a 
lot of secrecy around this project and 
“Don’t tell ‘em nothin’” seems to be his 
attitude.

Democrat Ken Keechl lives in Coral 
Ridge Country Club Estates and run-
ning against Republican Scott, his very 
first opponent since being appointed to 
the County Commission by Jeb Bush.

Complaints are rife throughout 
Scott’s district that he never shows up 
at neighborhood meetings and is  aloof 
and distant from constituents. 

Keechl, interestingly, was one of the 
lawyers who saved the Plantation Golf 
Course from developers a few years ago 
and helped the city transform it into the 
Plantation Reserve, a now beautiful cen-
terpiece of the city.

See the story on how Plantation’s 
city leadership saved their golf course 
on pages 12 and 13.

Tim Smith applauds outstanding Dis-Tim Smith applauds outstanding Dis-
trict 2 volunteers at one of his annual trict 2 volunteers at one of his annual 
Volunteer Recognition events while he Volunteer Recognition events while he 
was in offi ce.was in offi ce.

District 4 
City Commission

Bill Saunders will be running for 
Cindi Hutchinson’s District 4 City Com-
mission seat which will be open due to 
term limits in March, 2009. Saunders has 
been the manager of Broward County’s 
archives and records and has recently 
resigned to run for office. He owns the 
Gourmet Emporium in the Las Olas Riv-
erhouse condo tower. Saunders has also 
worked in corporate real estate in the 
1980’s and has a college degree in ur-
ban and regional planning. He currently 
lives in Sailboat Bend and is sixty-three 
years old. He is an avid proponent of 
light rail and other mass transportation 
facilities and notes, “Gridlock awaits us 
unless we act soon.”

Saunders says that to keep our 
world class beach he would work to 
keep buildings on the west side of A1A, 
not directly on the beach itself. Saunders 
will discuss his views and his vision for 
the city in future articles to published in 
the Fort Lauderdale City News. Saun-
ders can be reached at 954-463-7064.

Did you know?

Our 2004’s 40 mil bond issue to 
dramatically upgrade our fire stations 
throughout the city is looking like it 
won’t be enough. The city has gotten 
its first proposal for the work and $40 
million is not even close. The fire bond 
committee was concerned from day one 
that $40 million would not be enough 
and now here we are. There’ll be more 
to come about this -stay tuned.

Christian Chiari’s run against 
Ellyn Bogdanoff brings odd 

primary opponent

In the Florida House race for District 
91, Christian Chiari is running against 
first termer, Ellyn Bogdanoff. Myste-
riously, Chiari, the Democrat, had a 
“Democratic” opponent for the primary 
in Howard Sims. 

It turns out that Sims only recently 
changed his voter registration from    
Republican to Democrat and his only 
recent vote  was in Bogdanoff’s special 
election in 2004. 

Sims did little campaigning and one 
wonders what his job was in the demo-
cratic primary campaign. I mean, other 
than getting beaten soundly.

Here’s the weird part: Sims actually 
looks like Fort Lauderdale mayor Jim 
Naugle. Are they related? Read on.

Will Naugle’s “ghost” 
opponent come back to 

haunt him?

But Naugle has his own problems 
with peculiar “opponents.” 

In the last election in February, Dan 
Lewis was running for mayor against re-
publican Naugle when, quel suprise, a 
democratic “candidate” appeared at the 
eleventh hour to run against Lewis and 
dilute the anti-incumbent vote to favor 
incumbent Naugle.

Lewis observed that the candidate, 
James Christopher Peer had highly 
questionable residency requirements. 
For example, Peer lived in Ocala, was 
registered to vote in Ocala and had a 
driver’s license showing his Ocala ad-
dress. And no one had ever seen him 
“around.”

An interesting point to note here: 
if a candidate doesn’t actually live in 

the city it is not incumbent on the city 
clerk to actually check his qualifications. 
It turns out that a political opponent or 
others must take it court and have it ad-
judicated. Of course, the judge must feel 
like getting involved in the whole busi-
ness. No one really checks this stuff.

So Lewis took this to court and the 
judge promptly dismissed it and let the 
campaign continue as though nothing 
was amiss.

Lewis lost the mayoral campaign.
But he didn’t lose his conviction that 

the election was swayed by this alleged 
bogus candidate. 

Lewis began a lawsuit after the elec-
tion and it continues to the present. 
Lewis has engaged his high-powered 
law firm to vigorously pursue what he 
thinks is a flagrant campaign violation. 
His lawyers have dragged in a number 
of people associated with Naugle’s cam-
paign, including political heavyweight 
Judy Stern for lengthy depositions.

The litigation continues and it’s hard 
to know what the outcome will be. But 
Lewis is hellbent on taking the matter 
to its logical conclusion with a money-
is-no-expense legal effort. If Naugle is 
found to be involved in tampering with 
the election by planting a false candi-
date, he could be removed from office 
in an extreme scenario.

Some odd observations about 
Peer’s “candidacy:”

1. At Naugle’s victory party, Chris-
topher Peer was there to congratulate, 
and celebrate, the mayor and was pho-
tographed looking for all the world like 
a cloying eager-to-please sychophant.

2. Peer admits he did not attend any 
candidates’ debates or forums as a may-
oral candidate. He’s also freely admitted 
he did not attend the Sun-Sentinel’s or 

Miami Herald’s candidate’s interviews 
for mayor.

3. Does Peer now actually live in Fort 
Lauderdale? Or is he back in Ocala?

Stay tuned on this story - the Fort 
Lauderdale City News will follow this 
and report to you all developments, 
dear reader.

Mayor Naugle has endorsed the Re-
publican candidate for governor, Charlie 
Crist while dissing the democrat, Jim 
Davis. Naugle is a registered Democrat 
in a Democratic Fort Lauderdale but, 
for some reason, likes to remain a closet  
Republican. In deeds and actions, Nau-
gle is bonafide republican and you’d be 
hard pressed to find a time when he 
ever endorsed a Democrat.

Naugle donated $2,000 to George 
Bush’s 2004 re-election campaign and 
is forever sucking up to prominent Re-
publicans. Over the years, he had hoped 
beyond hope that Jeb Bush would give 
him some kind of government appoint-
ment but was rebuffed and so he still 
sits here pretending to be mayor. 

The odd thing is that while Fort Lau-
derdale is mostly democratic, it’s mostly 
Republicans who care enough to actu-
ally vote.  Naugle gets re-elected time 
after time with about 6% of residents 
voting for him. Over 90% of Fort Lau-
derdale residents have never voted for 
Naugle. Naugle was re-elected this year 
with a mere 6,622 votes out of 167,000 
residents currently living in Fort Lauder-
dale. So why try to deceive voters with 
his closet voter registration when it’s Re-
publican voters who keep him in office? 
What does this itsy-bitsy voter “base” 
say about his endorsement clout. Go 
figure.

Here’s the cherry on the cake: it 
seems the gay community considers 
Crist gay! Behind the scenes, there’s 
a lot of sniggering going in blogs and 
less-than-mainstream press and Naugle 
is the last to know. 

Didn’t Naugle notice that Republi-
can Gubernatorial candidate Tom Gal-
lagher went to some lengths to bask 
in his own adherence to family values 
while pointing out that Crist was “sin-
gle” with no children. What was that 
about? When this really gets out in the 
campaign, Naugle will have to sort out 
his “family values” vis-a-vis supporting a 
gasp, dare I say it, “gay candidate.” 

Of course, the crackers up in the 
panhandle will have to scratch their 
heads come to grips with their biases 
and hatred about this here conundrum 
when it comes time to vote.
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Candidates’ Stump

BROWARD’S 
CLEAN SWEEP

            By Ken Keechl,
Candidate for Broward County                        

 Commission, District 4

The winds of change are blowing 
in Broward County, just as they are in 
many parts of the country.  

I have been on the campaign trail 
for months now talking with the voters. 
Residents are fed up with rush hours 
that last all day.  Tired of watching our 
beautiful beaches disappear behind can-
yons of condos.  Disgusted by ever-ris-
ing tax bills that make them prisoners to 
their homes.  And sick of the continued 
rush to build McMansions on what little 
green space is left in Broward.

How did we get to this point?

For too long, Broward’s elected 
officials – like many across the coun-
try – have played a great game called 
“Pass the Buck.”  We’ll give it to you, 
but someone else will have to pay for 
it.  We’ll build it for you, and future gen-
erations can clean up after it.  We’ll give 
you something better than what’s al-
ready here, if we get around to it.

But now the buck is about to stop.

On Election Day, voters have an op-
portunity to begin the clean up process.  
As the Democratic nominee for the Bro-
ward Commission in District 4, I am car-
rying a big broom.

I have been a political activist for 
years, fighting for basic civil rights for 
our citizens.  As an attorney, I repre-
sented many poor and underprivileged 

clients who couldn’t find anyone to help 
them with their problems.  As a hom-
eowner and resident, I want to protect 
what makes Broward special so that we 
can continue to attract residents and 
businesses to make our lives in South 
Florida better.

That’s why I’m in this race.  My op-
ponent, developer/lobbyist/career politi-
cian Jim Scott, has been on the Broward 
Commission since Jeb Bush appointed 
him in 2000.  He had no opponent 
when he ran for the seat on his own in 
2002 -- a significant lapse in judgment 
by the Democratic Party that year.  

But this year, I am calling him on the 
carpet.  

Scott’s name recognition is nonex-
istent in most of District 4, which hugs 
the coastline from Deerfield Beach in the 
north to Dania Beach in the south, and 
picks up Wilton Manors and Oakland 
Park along the way.  

“Commissioner Who?” residents 
ask when I question them.  “He’s been 
there for how long?  What has he done 
since he’s been there?  I’ve never met 
him.”

At the moment, Jim Scott is most 
notable for owning a share in the devel-
opment consortium that has purchased 
the American Golf Course.  They pro-
pose to turn it into yet another high-
end housing development.  Scott’s par-
ticipation is intriguing since, as a sitting 
County Commissioner, he gets to vote 
on the zoning change that will allow 
the development to be built.

Most people I talk to think that’s a 
problem, regardless of their party affilia-
tion, and I’ve talked to hundreds of our 
fellow Broward residents – Democrats, 
Republicans and Independents.  The see 
it as a severe ethical lapse in judgment 
for someone who has been in elected 
office for decades.

Those of us who live in Coral Ridge, 
whether or not we’re golfers, appreci-
ate the American Golf Course.  It’s a rib-
bon of green surrounded by growing 
amounts of cement.  We like the fact 
that it has been there for decades, and 
is the only public golf course in Fort Lau-
derdale.  

Saving the American Golf Course, 
though, has implications throughout 
the County -- for all of us.  It is a sign 
that residents will stand up to the devel-
opers who have overtaken Broward.  It 
says we know traffic is going to worsen 
as the County grows, but we don’t have 
to accept hundreds of more cars on resi-
dential streets like Bayview Drive.

And it says we won’t allow sleazy 
backroom deals cut by career politicians 
to destroy the Broward we love.

Elected officials -- regardless of 
party affiliation -- should be protecting 
your interests, not their own.  Their of-

fices are public trusts, intended to en-
sure the peoples’ business is carried out 
fairly and efficiently.  The ruckus caused 
by the disclosure of Jim Scott’s interest 
in the American Golf Course develop-
ment tripped up his efforts to move this 
project quickly, and it highlighted the 
haughtiness that career politicians often 
fall prey to – that their actions don’t re-
quire sunshine.

That’s not my approach.  If I’m for-
tunate enough to represent you on 
the Commission, you’ll know what I’m 
doing.  You’ll see me at your meetings 
and in your neighborhood.  I’ll be your 
neighborhood commissioner – working 
for you, listening to you, and ensuring 
that your concerns are my concerns.

“Passing the Buck” has been around 
forever.  It’s time a new breed of public 
servants retires the practice -- the same 
time the voters retire career politicians 
who practice it. It’s time for a change in 
District 4.

Ken Keechl, a longtime Coral Ridge 
resident, is the Democratic nominee 
for the Broward County Commission 
seat in District 4. Keechl welcomes your 
comments and can be reached at (954) 
567-1901.

Thinking about running for elected 
office in 2009? It’s closer than you think; 
most campaigns start late, often just a 
few months before election dates, re-
sulting in failure and waste of the can-
didate’s and volunteers’ work.  A lot of 
money is also lost through a lack of ad-
vance planning.

The Fort Lauderdale City News will 
cover contests for public office  and at-
tempt to give candidates a forum to dis-
cuss the important issues of the day di-
rectly with the voters of Ft. Lauderdale.

Candidate’s articles, news items, 
campaign events, etc. are welcome. If 
you, or a friend, is thinking about the 
mayor’s or city commission seats, the 
Florida House or Senate, congress, 
county commission, school board or 
other positions please call Steve Kelley, 
publisher at (954) 564-1308 and let’s 
discuss how this publication can help 
you at no charge.

WANTED: 
ACCOUNTABILITY AND 

LEADERSHIP
     By Christian Chiari, candidate              
        for the Florida House of 

Representatives, district 91

Homeowners are feeling the fi-
nancial crunch. Businesses are closing 
along US 1 and A1A. Our students are 
at the bottom nationwide in scores and 
standards. I am running against a well 
funded special interest incumbent who 
will continue to lead us down the same 
road. I am a business owner ready to 
bring sense and accountability to the 
needs of this district. This November the 
choice is clear, we need a new direction 
in Tallahassee.

Over the last two years the increas-
es in property and wind storm insur-
ance has been at a rate that is above 
and beyond anyone’s ability to pay. 
Under our current leadership we have 
seen changes in policy that reward pri-
vate insurance companies that offer to 
take your policy over. The rate increases 
have been over 100% and under the 
current law, you have no right to turn 
down the offer. It is time we stand up 
for the consumer. Bad legislative policy 
in Tallahassee has put us in this crisis, 
only new policy and democratic leader-
ship will solve the problem

For the small business owner rate 
increases are forcing many to close 

their stores. When small business fails, 
employment drops. Fewer jobs mean 
fewer opportunities and more instabil-
ity. To grow our local economy we need 
stability in the insurance market. We 
have waited three years for leadership, 
and we are still waiting. Our insurance 
bills are rising exponentially. The time for 
new policy proposals was during the 
legislative session and that opportunity 
has already passed.

 The schools in our state rank at 
the bottom of the nation in scores and 
performance. We have drop out rates 
above 50% in some areas schools. Here 
in Broward county we have an over-
crowding problem that limits a teach-
er’s ability to make a connection with 
students. We ask so much of our teach-
ers yet pay them thousands of dollars a 
year less than other states. We need a 
new focus on Education in Tallahassee. 
No matter what is said in this election, 
one thing is clear, we are failing the stu-
dents of this state.

 The focus in education should 
be on getting more money into the 
classroom. This cannot be accomplished 
through new spending alone. We need 
to review our goals and priorities and 
watch for wasteful spending and short 
sighted solutions. We voted to pass the 
Class Size Reduction Amendment. We 
are still waiting for results. As a short 
term solution, we littered our schools 
with portable class room trailers. As a 
consequence, a majority of these class-
rooms were damaged by the hurricanes 
of the last two years. Instead of building 
for the future we sold out to industry 
supported special interests, companies 
like Royal Concrete Concepts, a builder 
of portable classrooms and a former 
client of Ellyn Bogdanoff, the business 
consultant. They made their money and 
our students paid. The insurance indus-
try made their money too, by charging 
higher rates to insure these disposable 
classrooms that are only as good as the 
next storm.  We need a new direction. 
We need a new focus on the student; 
we need new leadership for our teach-
ers.

District 91 is only one example, 
statewide, of Republican gerrymander-
ing. No map can define the needs of a 
community, and no one party can dic-
tate the results of an election simply by 
drawing lines on a map. This November 
the need for change is on every street 
with a for sale sign, on every avenue 
with empty store fronts and sitting at 
every desk our taxes pay for. My name is 
Christian Chiari I am the candidate com-
mitted to focusing on the priorities of 
this district. To win I need your vote.

Christian Chiari can be reached at 
(954) 803-4844. 



Page 22  - October, 2006 -  Fort LauderdaleCity News Get a free subscription - call (954) 564-1308www.citynewsfl.com

WE CAN DO BETTER!

(Some thoughts about Crime, Our 
Police Department and Our City)

By Dan Lewis

On the fifth day of the six and one 
half days my family and I were without 

power after 
Katrina, my 
home was 
burgled. Al-
though, many 
things were 
stolen, no one 
was hurt.  

In that 
frame of mind 
I remembered 
that not too 
long ago, Fort 

Lauderdale was noted as one of the 
highest crime areas in the country. The 
predicted response from residents was 
to make changes on the City Commis-
sion. That change was followed by an 
immediate enhancement of the Police 
Department to offer more aggressive 
law enforcement. Communities, for their 
own protection, began to find ways to 
supplement and cooperate with the po-
lice and community policing became a 
central focus of our City’s own war on 
crime. The result was a well-document-
ed and dramatic decrease in crime. 

Over time, politics entered the pic-
ture.  A decidedly pro-police candidate 
for Mayor against an incumbent anti-
police candidate brought to the surface, 
heretofore private, long term city hall 
animosities between an elected official 
and city employees. The city’s budget 
crunch and the sudden departure of 
the City Manager added to the political 
soup. 

The Police Chief and his professional 
staff warned against seriously reducing 
resources to the Police Department, be-
cause to do so could have serious con-
sequences to the Department’s ability 
to do its job.  

Incredibly, the city’s political and ad-
ministrative leadership ignored the ad-
vice of their crime professionals and not 
only dramatically cut police resources 
but also began an imprudent course of 
micromanaging the Police Department. 
This slippery slope was certainly greased 
by a disenfranchised Police Department. 
The result was and is the dramatic in-
crease in both reported and unreported 
crime in our City.   

Like the banyan tree’s roots, there 
are a great many challenges for our po-
lice department. They have a difficult 
job to perform for us with respect to 
policies, resources, administration, and 
crime in our city.  

It should be readily evident to ev-
eryone that we must start with creating 
a better and more trusting relationship 

between the City’s political and profes-
sional management and the men and 
women in our Police Department.  

It is not surprising to see the rela-
tions between the police department 
and the City’s political and profession-
al administration continue to erode to 
what today must be an all time low.  
The Police Department, City Commis-
sion and City administrators must rec-
ognize that they are public servants and 
are hired on behalf of the citizens of 
the City of Fort Lauderdale.  All parties 
should recognize that working together 
will get the job done and working apart 
will assure failure.

Last summer, I attended a memorial 
service for fallen Fort Lauderdale po-
lice officers. It was a solemn affair with 
surviving family members, bagpipes, 
mounted police and a 21 gun salute at 
Memorial Park in front of the perform-
ing arts center on the banks of the New 
River.  

In addition to the police officers 
and their honor guard, there were four 
neighborhood association presidents 
and - including me – two candidates for 
political office.  What profoundly struck 
me was that not one elected official nor 
any one from the City Manager’s office 
was present to honor our police officers 
as they honored their fallen brethren. 

Where was the leadership of the 
City and the respect for our staff?   

You do not show respect by dis-
counting recommendations and evalu-
ations of your police professionals, or 
eliminating required resources,  or infer-
ring that your Police Department and its 
management is responsible for forecast-
ed spikes in crime. 

It would be appropriate at this time 
for the City Commission to say, “We had 
to cut resources, we took a risk and it 
didn’t pay off. We have confidence in 
our Chief and Department and expect 
to see this problem resolved in an ex-
peditious manner.”  While some of our 
elected officials have acknowledged the 
result of a poor decision, others contin-
ue to look for someone else to blame. 
That’s neither responsible government 
nor good leadership.

The Police Chief has issued a defini-
tive action plan to remedy the crime in-
crease and with the support of the City 
Manager has budgeted for the addi-
tional resources needed to achieve this 
goal. The management at City Hall and 
the Officers of the Police Department 
need to take the next step in becoming 
a team that is working together for the 
safety of the City and its residents.

With the best efforts from a respect-
ed and competent work force – Fort 
Lauderdale can solve its problems, but 
respect and leadership must start at the 
top.  We can do better.

Lewis can be reached by phone 
(954) 462-6648 or by email at dan@po-
liticalstrategies.com.

LEGISLATIVE 
LOOKOUT:  

New Florida Law Preempts Local 
Governments’ Zoning Authority 

Over Electric Substations

By Gary Resnick

The Florida legislative 
session is usually packed 
with proposed legislation, 
urged by powerful indus-
tries and their lobbyists, 
that affects cities and coun-
ties, either by reducing lo-
cal governments’ author-
ity, eliminating or adding 
revenue, and affecting our 
abilities to service our resi-
dents.  The 2006 Florida 
Legislative Session was no 
exception.  The worst of 
these bills addressed such 
issues traditionally left to lo-
cal governments including eminent do-
main, cable television franchising, and 
emergency requirements for generators 
at gas stations.  The Florida League of 
Cities, which is comprised of over 410 
cities throughout Florida including all 
cities in Broward County, works with lo-
cal elected officials on proposed legisla-
tion.  The Florida League fought many 
such proposals that limited cities’ au-
thority.  Occasionally we are successful.  
While the cable franchising bill, which 
we strongly opposed, did not pass.  
More often then not, we are no match 
for powerful lobbyists and legislation 
severely restricting local governments’ 
eminent domain authority and ability to 
require generators did pass.  

Electric Substations

There was one particular bill, 
pushed hard by electric utilities, that cit-
ies and counties opposed, but ultimate-
ly passed.  For years, local governments 
would not allow electric substations in 
residential areas, finding such uses in-
consistent with the character of residen-
tial neighborhoods.  SB 980, sponsored 
by Senator Alexander from Lake Wales, 
basically preempts local zoning from 
applying to electric substations.  Elec-
tric companies, such as Florida Power & 
Light in our area, can apply to construct 
such substations in any area of our cit-
ies, including residential neighborhoods, 
without regard to zoning. 

The bill applies to new distribution 
electrical substations and provides that 
such substations are a “permittable 
use” in all land use categories and zon-
ing districts, except those designated as 
preservation, conservation or historic 
preservation. Local governments are al-
lowed to adopt “reasonable” standards 
for setbacks, landscaping, buffering, 

screening, lighting and other aesthetic 
compatibility-based standards.  The 
bill provides that a city or county must 
process an application for a permit for 
a new substation within a 90-day time-
frame, or it is deemed automatically ap-
proved.  

During the Session, we fought for 
and obtained some procedural protec-
tions for residential areas.  If the substa-
tion is proposed in a residential area, 

the utility must consult the 
local government regarding 
site selection prior to submit-
ting an application. The util-
ity is to provide information 
on the proposed site and as 
many as three alternative 
sites. The matter is submit-
ted to mediation if the local 
government and the utility 
are unable to agree upon 
a site.  The new law also 
prohibits local governments 
from requiring a permit or 
other approval for vegeta-
tion management and tree 
trimming within an estab-

lished right-of way for an electric line. 
The utility must give the local govern-
ment advance notice before conducting 
vegetation-maintenance and tree trim-
ming or pruning in an established right-
of-way, specifies standards for such ac-
tivities, and limits the types of trees or 
vegetation that may be planted in an 
established right-of-way for an elec-
tric utility.  Further, a local government 
may “opt out” of this preemption with 
respect to city-owned right-of-ways by 
adopting, with input from the utility, a 
plan that specifically addresses vegeta-
tion maintenance in these areas.

During the legislative session, we 
tried to reach agreement with electric 
utilities on many provisions of this bill 
that would have allowed us to provide 
greater safeguards in residential areas.  
After all, we enforce zoning codes and 
spend millions of dollars to improve cer-
tain areas of our cities, and do not want 
such efforts undermined by electric sub-
stations being located in these areas.  
We learned, however, that while cities 
and counties enjoy access to State repre-
sentatives and senators, electric utilities 
are truly a powerful force in Tallahassee.  
With their army of lobbyists and millions 
in campaign contributions, it is next to 
impossible to fight their agenda.  If you 
have issues with an electric substation 
that is planned to be constructed in 
your neighborhood, you should discuss 
it with your local city and state represen-
tatives, but because of this new law, the 
city may not have much authority to do 
anything about it.    

I welcome your comments and 
questions and feel free to reach me at 
gresnick@wiltonmanors.com or by 
phone at 954-390-2123.  
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CC # B-176 

We Come to You!   Car Washes from $10! 

AFFORDABLE CAR DETAILING
We Come to You!   Car Washes from $10! 

Wash, Wax, Renew Finish,  
Engine Detailing, Upholstery, 
Carpets, Remove Odors & the 

latest in Car Treatments!
Call for a free quote to make your 
car look like new!

Call Nestor at  
754-204-3642 

(954)564-5540 
www.smileykidz.com

Smiley Kidz Dental
Dr. Oana Romasan

            Dentistry for Children & Adolescents 
1749 N.E. 26th ST. Ste B 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33305

Your Ad Here!
Reach all the 

residents of Fort 
Lauderdale! 

Call Steve Kelley at 
(954) 564-1308 

Expert Cleaning by Desi! 

Call Desi (954) 383-5054 

Flood Cleanup & Mold Removal
Pet Odor & Stain Removal 

50% off Oriental Rugs 
Leather & drapery cleaning 

14 years experience! 

$50 to clean Carpet, 2 rooms, 
sofa or tile (1 room)

Detail Roofing, Inc.Detail Roofing, Inc.
RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL

Re-Roofs & Repairs - Tile - Metal  Shingles

Licensed & Insured
CCC 1326461
State Certifi ed

954-564-0115
1167 NE 24th St.  

Wilton Manors, FL 33305
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Letters
Windstorm Insurance

My Windstorm Insurance renewal just 
arrived for my very modest home.  If 
I were buying a car, it would be called 
“sticker shock”.  The premium has been 
increased 258%.

When I called the State Financial Divi-
sion, I was told that the rate increase 
had not been approved, but legally the 
insurance company can bill and collect.  
If not approved by the State within 90 
days, the company has to refund the 
excess charge.  How can the consumer 
know when and if he is being billed 
correctly or are we being fi nancially 
slaughtered by the insurance industry?  
With no competition, we are in a Catch 
22.

To be exact, my Windstorm Policy went 
up from $3,484 with a $14,300 deduct-
ible to $9,014 with a $15, 600 deduct-
ible. This is on a home in which I have 

Submitting your 
letter to the Editor:

Your letters to the editor are welcome 
at the Fort Lauderdale City News. You 
should include your telephone number 
so that you may be called for verifi ca-
tion. Your name will be included with 
your published letter to the editor.

Emailed letters are best - email your 
letter to: citynews@bellsouth.net 
Letters can be mailed to:

Ft. Lauderdale City News
P. O. Box 347
300 E. Oakland Park Blvd.
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33334

been paying Windstorm Insurance for 
30 years with no claim.  

Is there any relief in sight for this outra-
geous increase?  Is there no control over 
the Insurance Commissioner in approv-
ing these increases?

Florida has attracted retirees for many 
years.  With our increases in property 
taxes and now insurance increases, I 
can anticipate a hug exodus of retirees 
from our state by those who can no 
longer afford to live here.  There goes a 
huge part of our economy!

Please do call the Dept. of 
Financial Services at  (800) 342-2762 
and fi le a complaint, since it is the only 
way the State will start to seek a solu-
tion to the insurance crisis.  We need to 
have every property owner in Florida 
call this department.

Mae Simmons, Fort Lauderdale

Voting by Mail

Has anyone noticed the Oregon has 
“voting by mail” system that works 
extremely well? Voters leisurely mail in 
their ballots over the course of a month 
before the election. Turnout for most 
elections is 30% or higher and it’s easy 
to complete a ballot in the comfort of 
their homes and offi ces (or coffee hous-
es). Our turnout is half of Oregon’s.

It seems that most voters regard going 
to the polls on election day as a bother. 
Imagine the trouble of getting in your 
car and driving to that local polling 
place. Voting in Oregon means you 
have to just walk to the mailbox and 
post a ballot. The government even pays 
the postage. Their system avoids ar-
ranging numerous polling places, public 
notifi cations of polling places,training 
of poll workers, storage and security of 
voting machines, etc. All votes come 
into one central offi ce and are counted 

over a month or so. Best of all, there’s 
a paper trail for those “government” 
offi cials who like honest elections. It 
seems so logical.
     Please sir, can we try it here?

Everett Charles, Fort Lauderdale
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‘They saved her life.’
– Teresa Hugo, mother of Catherine Hugo

Dr. Rudolph Roskos, Catherine Hugo, known as Kit Kat, and Dr. 
Hector Rodriguez have been friends for quite some time now. The 
doctors met Kit Kat at the age of 3, when she was diagnosed with 
lymphocytic leukemia. Today she shows no signs of cancer and is as 
vivacious as ever. 

Teresa Hugo, mother of Catherine Hugo said, “Dr. Roskos and Dr. 
Rodriguez worked miracles on Catherine. They took care of her as 
if she were one of their own. The doctors were always available and 
gave her excellent care. They went the extra mile for Catherine - 
they saved her life.”

Your children. Their health. Our mission.

That’s Chris Evert Children’s Hospital.

Chris Evert
Children’s Hospital
BROWARD GENERAL MEDICAL CENTER

Dr. Rudolph Roskos, Medical Director of 
Pediatric Oncology/Hematology and Chairman 
of the Department of Pediatrics; Catherine Hugo 
and Dr. Hector Rodriguez-Cortes, Pediatric 
Hematologist/Oncologist.

1600 South Andrews Avenue, Fort Lauderdale, Florida  33316 • 954-355-4400
www.ChrisEvertChildrensHospital.org

For a physician referral call our Health Line at 954-759-7400.

Your children. Their health. Our mission.

A facility of the North Broward Hospital District
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• Engineering

• Construction Engineering & Inspection

• Municipal Engineering

• Transportation Planning & Traffic Engineering

• Surveying & Mapping

• Planning

• Landscape Architecture & Environmental Services

• Construction Services

• Indoor Air Quality

• Data Technologies & Development

• Emergency Management Services

There’s virtually nothing we can’t do. 
There’s absolutely nothing we don’t do well.

1800 Eller Drive, Suite 600, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316 • Tel: 954.921.7781 • Fax: 954.921.8807 • www.calvin-giordano.com
Fort Lauderdale West Palm Beach Orlando Fort Pierce Homestead
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Want to show someone you care?

Or just want to add that something 
special to your room? 

Petals Panache is your perfect 
one stop shop: flowers, plants, 

gift baskets, and wine.

Convenient Drive-thru Service
2330 Wilton Drive • Wilton Manors, FL 33305

(954) FLOWERS

www.petalspanache.com

3 5 6 - 9 3 7 7

BOBBY KYSER

National Award 
Winning Designer

PANACHE!
Say it with


